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THE ADVOCATE

FALL 2008

T

he School of Law lost
three champions — and I
lost three dear friends —
over a three month period this
past winter. First, Mrs. Hilda
Mason passed away December
12, 2007. The bulk of this column will be devoted to telling just
a little, only the headlines really,
about Hilda’s and her husband
Charlie’s contributions to the
School of Law.
Then, February 10, 2008,
Michael Maggio died. An alum
from the extraordinary class of
1978, Michael directed an external Antioch School of Law clinic
for many years, teaching legions
of students how to be immigration lawyers, and serving as a
role model as one of the very
best and most successful in the
business. In recent years, Michael taught as an adjunct professor and he became a major
donor supporting our Center for
Immigration Law and Practice
(CILP). 2008 marked the 30th
anniversary of Michael’s graduation from Antioch. Classmates,
along with former Dean Edgar
Cahn, gathered at the law offices
of Maggio and Kattar to remember Michael. Together they
pledged $13,000 to support
CILP. Faculty recently voted to
add practicum credit for work
performed at CILP, and Michael’s legacy lives on in the
work of our students at the Center, addressing immigration issues on behalf of our newest and
most vulnerable neighbors.
Mrs. Olie Rauh reported to
me the weekend before she
died, that she was 94 and 7
months, and she was winding
down. She died in her sleep on
February 12, 2008, just hours
before she planned to cast her
vote for Barack Obama. Olie,

widow of founding board member and legendary lawyer Joe
Rauh, was a member of the
board of the School of Law’s
Foundation and a stalwart supporter. It was Olie’s idea to
raise funds to support scholarships for our graduates to pay
for the very expensive bar review course that was beyond
the means of so many. Her first
donation launched an effort that
raised hundreds of thousands of
dollars and dramatically improved the School of Law’s firsttime bar passage rate. Olie was
also my favorite woman in the
world. We spoke almost daily,
and she offered wonderful advice and guidance on topics
ranging from fashion to husbands, to Democratic politics
[watch out for those super delegates!] to life itself [not for sissies!]. I miss her every day.
Now, let me turn to the
amazing Masons.
Hilda and Charlie Mason
met through their social justice
activism at All Souls Church in
1957. For nearly fifty years this
extraordinary couple worked
tirelessly to make the world a
better place. They demonstrated throughout the South in
the 60s in support of civil and
voting rights for all. They demonstrated here at home in support of a nuclear freeze and
Statehood for the District of Columbia. They agitated, educated and legislated around efforts to ensure education for all,
including children with disabilities, to preserve rent control,
and to provide safe Metro transportation for the Metropolitan
D.C. area.
Without question, Hilda and
Charlie’s greatest achievement

was in
The Dean’s
reCorner
establishing
the Antioch
School
of Law
as the
public
law
school
for the District of Columbia and
then supporting and preserving it
through the District’s financial crisis all the way to full American
Bar Association accreditation for
the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of
Law. It was a struggle, a labor of
love, and its success took the full
measure of their time, talent and
treasure for twenty years. The
Mason story, extending well beyond their work for the School of
Law, will fill a book with many
chapters. Let me provide just a
few possible chapter titles:
- Hilda and Charlie Mason introduce legislation to establish
Antioch as the UDC School of
Law; the American Bar Association agrees to transfer full
accreditation to the UDC
School of Law;
- UDC’s Board of Trustees in a
highly contentious split vote
rejects the School of Law;
- the Masons introduce legislation
establishing Antioch as the independent D.C. School of
Law;
- the Masons introduce legislation
to house the D.C. School of
Law at the Miner School but
the votes aren’t there;
- Mrs. Mason holds hearings at
which one hundred witnesses
including ministers, labor leaders, and former clients of the
Antioch clinics testify in sup(Continued on page 4)
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In Memoriam

School of Law Loses Three Heroes
(Continued from page 3)

port of the School of Law;
- the Masons provide $100,000 in scholarships,
named for civil rights heroes, to support the
founding class, and every class thereafter;
- D.C. School of Law secures ABA accreditation
prior to the graduation of the founding class;
- the Washington Post announces that the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on D.C. will
cut $100 million from D.C. budget and close
the D.C. School of Law;
- the Masons organize with the School of Law to
reverse the Senate closure decision;
- the Masons introduce legislation to merge the
D.C. School of Law with UDC; UDC approves the merger;
- the Masons increase their annual scholarship
gift to $250,000, eventually providing over $4
million in aid to students;
- the Charles N. and Hilda H.M. Mason Law Library is dedicated with 400 guests applauding their efforts;
- UDC-DCSL earns the highest level of ABA accreditation;
- Hilda Mason celebrates her 90th birthday dancing to a jazz combo at the School of Law with
hundreds of friends and admirers;
- the School of Law mourns the passing of Charlie Mason, October 1, 2006, and Hilda Mason
December 12, 2007.

4

Hilda and Charlie Mason are gone and their
passing truly marks the end of an era for the District and for the School of Law. The Masons--she
the granddaughter of slaves and he a Mayflower
descendent–were emblematic of an era when, for
the first time, black and white residents of the District came together in common cause to fight for
Home Rule, to establish a public University and a
transportation system, and to provide for the most
vulnerable among us. It was an era of struggle for
basic human rights, and the Masons were leaders
in that struggle.
The Mason’s legacy lives on in the School of
Law mission to recruit and enroll students from
racial, ethnic and other groups traditionally under-represented at the bar and to serve the legal needs of low-income District residents to
the maximum extent feasible through the legal
clinics. We are meeting that mission beautifully,
educating the most diverse student body in the nation. Most of our graduates become public interest, public service or public policy lawyers. Hilda
and Charlie Mason cherished this School because
of its focus on training lawyers who will serve our
most vulnerable neighbors: children with special
education needs and those who are abused or neglected; tenants fighting illegal rent increases and
tenant organizations seeking to purchase and
renovate their buildings; men, women and children
affected or infected by the HIV virus; small business owners and non-profit
organizations; seniors; and
immigrants.
Our graduates, like graduates of public schools across
the nation, will be the leaders
of the next generation, when
human rights will be assured
because of the battles fought
and won by valiant champions
like Hilda and Charlie Mason.
The School of Law will keep
faith with the Masons. As
Hilda would so often say, we
will “keep on keeping on” in
their memory.

Above: Rauh Professor Wade Henderson greets, from right, Michael Maggio, ‘78,
Francesco Isgro, ‘82 and and Amy Novick, ‘84.

- Shelley Broderick
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Above, left: Hilda Mason. Above, right: D.C. School of Law Foundation Chair Mike Rauh with his mother Olie Rauh.
Below, left: Charlie Mason with Olie Rauh. Below, right: Charlie and Hilda Mason.
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Cutting Edge Legal and Social Issues
The 2008 Election: 16th Rauh Lecture by Vernon Jordan

V

ernon Jordan gave the 16th Annual Joseph L. Rauh, Jr., Lecture on April 14,
2008, before more than 250 honored guests in standing room only capacity
in the Window Lounge. Mr. Jordan described the extraordinary diversity of
the 2008 political race as one taking place between a woman, an African American
and a senior citizen—to much laughter. He educated the audience about the central role Mr. Rauh played in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Michael Rauh, Joseph Rauh’s son and chair of the School
of Law’s Foundation, served as master of ceremonies. UDC Acting President
Stanley Jackson welcomed the crowd. Dean Shelley Broderick gave a state-ofthe-law-school update stressing the need for a building to house the School of Law.
Wade Henderson, the Joseph L. Rauh, Jr. Professor of Public Interest Law at
UDC-DCSL, provided a wonderful introduction of Mr. Jordan, outlining his childhood and successes in his Civil Rights and Corporate careers. The audience also
remembered two stalwart supporters of the School of Law, Mrs. Hilda Mason and
Mrs. Olie Rauh, who always attended the Rauh Lecture.

At top: Vernon Jordan addressing a standing room only crowd.. Above, left: Wade Henderson introducing Vernon Jordan.
Above, Michael Rauh, Jordan, Dean Broderick, UDC Acting Pres. Stanley Jackson, and Henderson.
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Defending the Rule of Law in Pakistan

O

n March 3, the School of
Law hosted “Defending the
Rule of Law in Pakistan” in
partnership with the American
Civil Liberties Union of the National Capital Area (ACLU–NCA)
and the National Lawyers’ Guild.
The event featured two of the fearless leaders of the Pakistani law-

Sahibzada Anwar Hamid

yers’ movement whose dramatic
demonstrations demanding adherence to the rule of law in Pakistan
were captured by international
news and were highlighted by a
Washington Post cover photo. Art
Spitzer, Legal Director of the
ACLU-NCA, and Ryan Hancock of
the National Lawyers’ Guild pro-

Shahid Buttar
VOL. 13, NO. 1

vided legal and political context while Pakistani attorneys Hamid
Khan and Sahibzada
Anwar Hamid, assisted by PakistaniAmerican attorney activist Shahid Buttar,
provided the briefing.
The event was attended by more than
70 Washington lawyers and human rights
activists.
Khan a constitutional scholar and lawyer, had represented the deposed Supreme Court judges - all of whom were
still under house arrest. Hamid is a recent Vice President of the Supreme
Court Bar association. Together they
gave a short political and legal history of
Pakistan and described the events leading up to the sacking of the Supreme
Court. One of the precipitating cases/
causes of the sacking was the Supreme
Court's invalidation of the “pennies on
the dollar” sale of the main Pakistani
steel enterprise to cronies of Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf; another
was their invalidation of what would have
been an environmentally disastrous development that would have cut down ten
million trees. The final straw was when
Musharraf learned that the majority of
the Court was about to find that he was
not legally eligible to run for president
while remaining Commander in Chief of
the military. The law specified a two-year
hiatus.
Hamid himself was arrested illegally,
kept in jail for 14 days, and has scars on
his face from being beaten. In response
to questions from the audience, both
said that the lawyers would not back
down and they explained that they are
protected, and have been allowed to
travel, because public sentiment is
strongly with them at the moment.
The attorneys maintained that
Musharraf's main source of support is
the U.S. and that he actually engineered
several incidents to make it look like
Pakistan is much more of a hotbed for
fanaticism than it really is. These inTHE ADVOCATE

Hamid Khan

cluded greatly inflating the vote
for two religious parties in a previous election; allowing the escalation of a hostage crisis
where weapons were somehow
smuggled into the situation,
which took place one block from
the ISI headquarters (that's the
Pakistani equivalent of the CIA,
FBI, local red squads, NSA, etc.,
combined); and the assassination of Benazir Bhutto, which
took place in the town of the
main Army Intelligence headquarters and featured a sniper, a
bomber and another
shooter. They said most Pakistanis believe the ISI was involved.
- Joe Libertelli

Art Spitzer
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Quiet Revolution: Alliance for Justice’s Nan Aron at UDC-DCSL
There’s a Quiet Revolution
going on... Can we stop it?
Does the Constitution forbid
social security? Minimum
wages? Workplace safety
laws? Does the Constitution
authorize torture? Over the
past quarter century, an increasingly influential movement on the far right has
waged a quiet war to undermine the Constitution. Ultraconservative judges, professors, funders, think tanks,
lawmakers and activists are
pursuing an agenda that
would radically transform
American life.
Recently, hosted by the
School of Law’s American
Constitution Society, Nan
Aron, President of Alliance
for Justice, came to the
School of Law to introduce
and show a short film, Quiet
Revolution, hosted by Bradley Whitford. The ensuing
lively conversation spanned
topics from Supreme Court
jurisprudence to judicial reform and electoral politics.

8
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Above left and above: Nan Aron, President, Alliance for Justice. At left: Will Burns, ‘08, Nan
Aron, and Dean Shelley Broderick. Below: students listen and ponder issues raised by the film
and discussion.
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US Army Chaplain, Captain
James Yee at UDC-DCSL

Unsolicited Praise for School of
Law Public Interest Programs!
(To Join the School of Law E-Mail List:
Just send an e-mail to: JLibertelli@udc.edu)
Dear Joe,
I regret not being able to attend 99.5% of the well-thoughtout events that UDC Law makes available to the public. I
live in Virginia and normally work until 5:30, and then I teach
ESL starting at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays. Even before that commitment, there were always other excuses. But please keep sending me these announcements even though I’ve only shown up ONCE in
these last 4-5 years of getting these wonderful e-mails. (And
it’s even crazier when you consider the free food that I’m
missing!) But I will resolve to try to attend at least 1 event
per year.
For whatever it’s worth, I assert:
As a progressive attorney, educator and activist for civil
rights, you have shown this critic (and hopefully many others) a pattern of phenomenal consistency, longevity and
passionate advocacy for worthy causes.

U.S. Army Chaplain, Captain James Yee

O

n March 19th, in partnership with the
ACLU of the National Capital Area,
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, Amnesty International, and the Council on
American-Islamic Relations, the UDC David A.
Clarke School of Law hosted former U.S. Army
Chaplain James Yee. In his appointed role as
chaplain, Yee ministered to Muslim detainees
held at Guantánamo Bay Naval base and was
awarded two distinguished service medals for his
work there. He was later accused by the Army of
spying, adultery and harboring pornography,
though he was subsequently cleared of all
charges.
Yee discussed his service, the charges he
faced, his incarceration and the sensory deprivation he was forced to undergo. He spoke of how
General Geoffrey Miller routinely incited the
guards to hate the detainees, alleged serious
mistreatment of prisoners, and argued that most
of the detainees had little or no intelligence
value. As chronicled in his For God and Country: Faith and Patriotism Under Fire, Yee
maintained that he was kept in solitary confinement for seventy-six days, and argued that inmates at Guántanamo know no more about
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida than any soldier
in the U.S. military would know about what's going on inside the Pentagon.
VOL. 13, NO. 1

Your organization (university / law school / office of the
dean / public affairs / alumni relations / and all the way down
from top to bottom), even without you, would still be visionary and staunch in its fidelity to the legacy of Clarke, Marshall, King, Gandhi et al. But you personally are ‘da bomb!’
in terms of bringing the weight of the university to bear on
behalf of a freakishly broad array of worthy causes.
What area of public life in the U.S. or world can possibly
NOT be touched by the field of law? What can possibly be
irrelevant to law professors and students? Fortunately, you
and those above and below you in the UDC hierarchy have
concluded that most things matter and deserve to be taken
up and given consideration, legalistically and otherwise.
The breadth of your school’s vision, nonetheless, is less important and impressive than the depth of its commitment to
the core areas of civil rights, human rights and equal justice
for all.
When I consider the current U.S. administration and all it
has wrought, even merely upon Americans, I conclude that
the whole fabric of society as we know it from a liberal or
even centrist perspective rests to a surprisingly high extent
upon those bedrock institutions like our universities. Your
university, in particular, makes a crucial contribution to
American society by championing progressive ideas, individuals and movements. You and your collegial cronies
have years of action to be proud of.

THE ADVOCATE

- A. Marty Willis, Falls Church, VA
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Special Ed in D.C. in the
Fenty Administration

The 2nd Annual Hynes/Goodman
Lecture and Awards

Mary Hynes

Beth Goodman

A

n enthusiastic crowd gathered in the early evening of March 20, 2008, in the big classroom at
the law school for the Second Annual Hynes/
Goodman Memorial Lecture and Awards Ceremony.
Through this event, UDC-DCSL and the wider community of friends, supporters, and advocates remember
and honor Mary Hynes and Beth Goodman. Mary, a
professor, scholar, and activist, taught in the Juvenile
and Special Education Law Clinic at the UDC David A.
Clarke School of Law, and she pioneered special education advocacy for children and families in the child
welfare system. Beth, an Antioch School of Law graduate and a leading special education attorney locally and
nationally, was one of the founders of COPAA, the
Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates. She also
filed and litigated the Petties special education class
action in D.C. Mary and Beth died in, respectively,
2001 and 2002.
UDC-DCSL gives the Hynes-Goodman Award
each year to an outstanding person who has advanced
the interests of children. This year’s recipient was the
Honorable David Tatel, Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. Among many
accomplishments in his career, David Tatel advanced
civil rights and educational fairness in the 1970s as the
first Director of the Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for
Civil Rights Under Law, Executive Director of the National Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law,
and as Director of the Office of Civil Rights at the U.S.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. In private practice for fifteen years in the District of Columbia
at Hogan & Hartson, he founded and led the firm’s education law group. During this time, he actually represented the Antioch School of Law at one of its critical
junctures. More recently, Judge Tatel served as a mediator for an extended period on a pro bono basis to

At top: keynote speaker Richard Nyankori, Ph.D., Special Assistant to D.C. Public Schools Chancellor, Michelle Rhee.
Above, left: Brad Johnson, ‘84. Above right: Prof. Joe Tulman, Clinic Director, UDC-DCSL.
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assist the parties to the BlackmanJones special education class action lawsuit. Judge Tatel was instrumental in the parties reaching a
wide-ranging agreement (signed as
a consent decree by a D.C. District
Court judge in August of 2006) that
affects thousands of special education students in the District of Columbia.
The featured speaker for this
year’s Hynes/Goodman event was
Richard Nyankori, Ph.D., the Special Assistant to D.C. Public
Schools Chancellor Michelle Rhee.
Dr. Nyankori runs the D.C.P.S.
Critical Response Team and is a
point person for D.C.P.S. in regard
to special education class actions
and reform of the special education
system. Dr. Nyankori provided his-

VOL. 13, NO. 1

torical perspective for the current
struggles in D.C. to provide appropriate, high-quality educational
services, and he assisted the audience members in understanding
the current issues and progress.
Brad Johnson, Beth Goodman’s husband – and her classmate at the Antioch School of Law
– started the evening’s event by
remembering Mary and Beth’s
great friendship and their remarkable contributions as lawyers and
advocates. Prof. Joe Tulman
introduced Dr. Nyankori, the featured speaker. Dean Shelley
Broderick introduced Judge Tatel
and presented the HynesGoodman award to him. Judge
Tatel graciously closed the evening with extensive comments.

THE ADVOCATE

The Hynes/Goodman Memorial
Lecture and Awards Ceremony
serves as the annual kick-off for
raising money to fund UDC-DCSL
law students to work as Hynes/
Goodman fellows in child advocacy
positions during the summer. Anyone interested in supporting this
fund should send a contribution to
the DCSL Foundation (c/o UDCDCSL), noting that the contribution
is for the Hynes/Goodman Fund.
- Joe Tulman
From left: Brad Johnson, Andrew “Mazi”
Ucheomumu, ’09, Prof. Joyce Batipps, ‘96,
and Richard Nyankori. Below from left: Prof.
Suji Sutler with Dr. Janet Unonu, a mother of
a longtime Special Ed Clinic client and below,
the Hon. David S. Tatel, UDC-DCSL Dean
Shelley Broderick, Nyankori, and UDC-DCSL
Clinic Director, Prof. Joe Tulman.

11

Cutting Edge Legal and Social Issues

Law Review Symposium: Katrina’s Wake

T

he Law Review of the
University of the District of Columbia
hosted its annual symposium
on February 29, 2008,
Katrina’s Wake: Emergency Preparedness and
Response from the Bayou
to the Beltway. The Symposium featured leading
At top, left and right, Hon. Eric Washington, Chief Judge, D.C.
scholars, advocates, and
Court of Appeals. Above left, from left, Dr. Patricia Hawkins public officials who examined
of the Whitman Walker Clinic, Lydia Williams, D.C. Ofthe parallel racial and ecofice of Long Term Care Ombudsman, The Hon. S. Pamnomic disparities in New Orela Gray, Magistrate Judge, D.C. Superior Court, Darleans and the District of Corell L. Darnell, D.C. Homeland Security and Emergency
lumbia. Topic areas inManagement Agency, Prof. Stephanie Brown. Below:
cluded the administration of
Zack Rosenburg, Director and Co-Founder, St. Bernard Project and Melissa Mathu, DCSL Law Review. At bottom, Miles
justice, addressing the needs
Swanson, ‘05, Prof. Josephine Ross and Eric Balaban.
of vulnerable populations,
and accountability in disaster
planning and relief spending.
Prof. Susan Waysdorf
opened the Symposium with
an overview of Katrina relief
efforts and the enduring impact of the disaster on the
Gulf Coast area’s most vulnerable residents. Prof.
Waysdorf spent her spring
sabbatical in New Orleans
assisting Katrina survivors.
She was followed by Zack
Rosenburg, a D.C. attorney
who moved to New Orleans
and founded the St. Bernard
Project, where volunteers
rebuild damaged homes of
low-income residents.
Eric Balaban, from the
ACLU’s National Prison Pro12

THE ADVOCATE

ject, provided a moving account
of the continuing horrific conditions in Louisiana jails, as well as
the struggle for survival by many
incarcerated persons who were
abandoned by prison officials as
the flood waters filled their cells.
Prof. Josephine Ross from
Howard University Law School
outlined her work in the postKatrina administration of justice.
Miles Swanson, a DCSL graduate, presented his first hand account representing forgotten prisoners with the Pro Bono Project.
Alice S. Fisher, Assistant
Attorney General for the Criminal
Division, US Dept. of Justice and
Chair, Katrina Fraud Task Force,
began the second session describing efforts to combat fraud
and abuse of disaster relief
funds. She was followed by
Scott Amey, General Counsel of
the Project on Government Oversight, who issued a hard-hitting
report on government contracting
abuses in which tens of millions
of federal funds intended to help
hurricane victims was misspent
or stolen. Ms. Fisher vowed to
step up efforts to investigate and
prosecute contracting fraud.
Panelists then turned to the
direct effects on vulnerable
populations. Daria Neal, Senior
Counsel of Environmental Justice Project, Lawyers’ Committee
on Civil Rights Under Law, discussed her recent report on the
FALL 2008
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continuing environmental devastation
in the Gulf Coast region and its disparate impact on low income communities of color. Kristen Clarke,
NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund outlined the ongoing challenges with voting and democracy for
displaced Gulf Coast residents.
The Hon. Ernestine Steward
Gray, Judge, Orleans Parish Juvenile Court delivered the lunchtime
keynote address. A renowned advocate for children, Judge Gray described the turmoil following Hurricane Katrina and the challenges of
locating hundreds of children in foster care who had been evacuated
from the city.
The afternoon session began
with a lively discussion led by Chief
Judge Eric T. Washington, D.C.
Court of Appeals, who outlined planning efforts underway in the District
of Columbia to operate the court system in the event of a disaster. Julia
Leighton, General Counsel for the
D.C. Public Defender Service, highlighted the deficiencies in emergency
planning, particularly for the solopractice legal service providers, who
provide the bulk of representation to
indigent clients and have yet to be
integrated into emergency response
contingencies. Patricia Mullahy
Fugere, the Executive Director of
Washington Legal Clinic for the
Homeless, described efforts of a
working group including major law
firms to draft practice manuals on
areas of law crucial in the wake of a
disaster.
The final session highlighted the
District’s most vulnerable populations, including nursing home residents, children in foster care, and
people living with HIV and AIDS.
Lydia Williams, with the D.C. Office
of Long Term Care Ombudsman described the lack of training among
nursing home staff to evacuate resi-

dents. The Hon. S. Pamela Gray,
Magistrate Judge, Superior Court of
the District of Columbia, lauded the
improvements in DC’s troubled
Child and Family Services Agency,
and the challenges for tracking children in foster care following an
emergency. Dr. Patricia Hawkins,
Associate Executive Director, Whitman Walker Clinic, described in detail her organization’s efforts to respond to emergencies, including
residents displaced by Katrina, the
anthrax attack in DC, and Hurricane
Isabel, where people with HIV/AIDS
faced unique challenges, such as
the disruption of their strict medication regimes. The head of DC’s
Homeland Security and Emergency
Management Agency, Darrell L.
Darnell, promised to work more
closely with the non-profit provider
community in emergency planning
efforts.
Last year, UDC-DCSL students, faculty, and administrators
traveled to Louisiana and worked in
a variety of capacities on behalf of
Katrina survivors with local organizations. They conducted succession research to
assisting survivors
with insurance
claims on their
homes; provided
assistance to the
New Orleans Public Defenders Office resulting in
the release of
dozens of accused who had
served more time
than if they had
been convicted;
assisted exploited
Latino day laborers to understand
their rights and

receive payment; and helped rebuild a home.
In December 2007, the Pro
Bono Project of the Greater New
Orleans Area named UDC-DCSL
its “Law School of the Year,” and
faculty members were honored by
the Louisiana State Supreme Court.
During the Symposium, the
UDC-DCSL Law Review also
hosted a photograph display from
the Kid Camera Project, a New Orleans-based non-profit that was
created to address the psychological and emotional impacts of Hurricane Katrina on children returning
home to New Orleans. Through the
use of photography, children from
flooded neighborhoods express
themselves through poignant photographs that tell their story of survival. For more information visit
www.kidcameraproject.org.
The Law Review edition featuring excerpts from the symposium
and articles is scheduled to be released in the fall of 2008.
- Wayne Turner

At right, top: Daria E. Neal, Senior Counsel, Environmental Justice Project,
Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Kristen Clarke, Esq.,
NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund, Scott H. Amey, General Counsel, Project on Government Oversight, Alice S. Fisher, Assistant Attorney
General for the Criminal Division, US Dept. of Justice, Chair, Katrina Fraud
Task Force, Prof. Laurie Morin. Bottom right: Law Review students Jenny
Fein, Sam Kanupp, and Will Burns.
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Screen Justice Film and Discussion Series
Reckless Indifference

The Impact of Film and Video on
Criminal Justice
The Screen Justice Film Series presented a panel discussion with excerpts from relevant films and asked
the following questions: Does courtroom television deny a defendant's
right to a fair trial? Can a film change
the course of justice? Do media depictions of investigations effect criminal jury trials? Does the use of film
and video in depositions and hearings affect those present?

Panelists included Dr. Monica
Robbers, Associate Professor and
Chair, Department of Sociology and
Criminal Justice, Marymount University; Debbie Kriegshauser,
Chair of the Certified legal Video
Specialists CLVS Council U.S.; and
Chip Muller, Attorney, Hinckley,
Allen & Snyder, LLP. The panel
was moderated by Prof. Joe Tulman, Clinical Director, UDC David
A. Clarke School of Law.

The 1996 death of Jimmy Farris in
a ritzy Los Angeles suburb brought
an energetic response from the local District Attorney. The resulting
trial ended with sentences of life
imprisonment without parole for all
four surviving participants even
though only one of the four actually
committed the murder. The film
questions the harsh sentences and
asks whether the D.A. went fullthrottle because of a series of fail-

Above: Debbie Kriegshauser, Chair of the Certified legal Video Specialists CLVS Council U.S. and Chip Muller, Attorney, Hinckley, Allen & Snyder,
LLP. Below, Prof. Joe Tulman, Chip Muller and Dr. Monica Robbers, Chair, Dept. of Sociology and Criminal Justice, Marymount University.

14

THE ADVOCATE

FALL 2008

Cutting Edge Legal and Social Issues

Screen Justice Film and Discussion Series
Redemption: The Stan Tookie Williams Story
ures (notably the O.J. Simpson debacle). The film received The International
Press Academy's Golden
Satellite Award for Outstanding Feature Documentary. (2000, 94 mins).
The film was preceded by a
Master Class with Academy
Award nominated director
William Gazecki and was
by questions and answers.

Redemption told the tale of Tookie Williams, Nobel Peace Prize Nominee, and death row activist
who was executed in California in 2005.
Beyond Conviction
The moving story of three crime victims on a
journey toward healing and resolution. The film
follows participants in a pioneering program run
by the state of Pennsylvania in which victims of
the most violent crimes meet face-to-face with
their perpetuators. Directed by Rachel Libert
(2006, 90 mins), the film was followed by ques-

tions and answers with Rachel King, Counsel for the
House Judiciary Committee
(Majority Side), Subcommittee
on Crime, Terrorism and
Homeland Security. Ms. King
is the author of Don't Kill In
Our Name: Families of Murder
Victims Speak Out Against the
Death Penalty (2003) and
Capital Consequences: Families of the Condemned Tell
Their Stories (2005).

Top left: Rachel King. Above left: Deirdre Evan-Pritchard, Screen Justice
coordinator. At right, top and bottom, are audience members.
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Sound Advice

I

n Spring of 2008, Sound Advice continued
to shine a light on outstanding legal services providers like Legal Counsel for
the Elderly and the Neighborhood Legal
Services Program. The show also examined
a host of new programs of the D.C. Superior
Court and the Office of Administrative Hearings. Three additional shows focused on new
policies involving both legislation pending in
the D.C. Council and plans in the works by the
D.C. Police Department. Finally, Sound Advice celebrated the groundbreaking cases undertaken by the School of Law’s Community
Development Law Clinic. Sound Advice offers educational programming on social justice
and law reform topics, D.C. Court operations
and activities, and a nuts and bolts introduction to the legal services provider community.
Tune in on UDC Cable 19 and 98, Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 8:30 p.m. among
many other air times.
More than 91,000 residents of the District
of Columbia are age 60 or above and many
live at or near the poverty line. Seniors living
with low and moderate incomes, many of
whom rely on government payments, can
benefit from the remarkable array of programs
offered by the outstanding lawyers and lay
people at Legal Counsel for the Elderly (LCE).
LCE’s Director, Jan May, ‘78, along with
Shirley Williams, ‘82, and Rawle Andrews,
kicked off the first of three editions of Sound
Advice exploring the LCE’s thirty-two year history, its groundbreaking hotline services, in
court representation and pro bono projects.
Two additional shows introduced LCE’s Longterm Care Ombudsman and Money Management Programs and the Senior Medicare Patrol Project, as well as the work of the Brief
Services Unit, the Alternatives for Landlord
Tenant Court Project and the Consumer
Fraud and Financial Abuse Unit. Information
about the availability of LCE Services in four
senior centers was also provided.
The Neighborhood Legal Services Program (NLSP) provides vigorous civil legal services in the areas of housing, family, probate,
small claims, benefits and others to many of
the thousands of D.C. residents living in poverty. Legal Director Wyndell Banks and
members of his staff and volunteers provided
access and eligibility information and described NLSP’s special focus on ensuring that
legal services are available throughout the
16

Ken Noyes, Karen Minitelli, Bernard Hackett and Shelley Broderick.

District of Columbia. Staffer Tarek Maassarani noted that
NLSP was the brain child of the School of Law’s co-founders,
Jean and Edgar Cahn, who wrote the seminal Yale Law Review article, “The War on Poverty, A Civilian Perspective,”
calling for the establishment and funding of local legal services
programs for the poor.
Two editions of Sound Advice highlighted the D.C. Superior Court’s new Fathering Court and its Program for Agreement and Cooperation in Contested Custody Cases (PAC).
Judge Anita Jose Herring was joined by UDC Law Professor
and Magistrate Judge Tony Lee, and Will Parker, to talk
about the early successes already experienced in the Fathering Court and the rationale for its creation. Judge Odessa
Vincent, together with Darrell Hale, Branch Chief of the
Court’s Family and Community Programs in the Multi-Door Dispute Resolution Division, and Darryl Feldman, D.C. Bar Steering Committee member, described PAC’s parent education
seminars, which are designed to help participants learn to
communicate positively and respectfully to resolve differences
and work together for the benefit of the children.
A third edition of Sound Advice featured Chief Judge Tyrone Butler who, along with Deputy Chief Mark Poindexter
and General Counsel Lisa Coleman, introduced the Office of
Administrative Hearings (OAH), an independent agency

ACLU’s Jay Stanley and Johnny Barnes
THE ADVOCATE

FALL 2008

Cutting Edge Legal and Social Issues

Jan May, ‘77, Rawle Andrews and Shirley Williams, ‘82.

funded in 2003 as a central panel to provide neutral
and impartial adjudicative services for a huge range of
agencies including the Departments of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs, Public Works, Health, Human Services, Employment Services, Tax and Revenue and
many others.
Two pending bills in the D.C. Council were considered by Sound Advice guests. Legislation to provide
paid sick and safe days was discussed by D.C. Employment Justice Center’s Karen Minitelli along with
Bernard Hackett, of the Service Employee International Union, and Ken Noyes, Executive Director of
the D.C. Coalition Against Domestic Violence. The
law, since passed by the D.C. Council, requires large
employers to provide employees with up to seven days
and small businesses up to three days off per year to
deal with family health and safety issues.
Former UDC President, Timothy Jenkins, and
long-time D.C. vendor, Brenda Sayles, appeared on
Sound Advice to talk about their opposition to proposed D.C. Council legislation which, in their views,
would negatively impact “mom and pop” vendors by
imposing new civil fines, expensive design standards
for carts, exclusion from Ward 2, a lottery for allocating
locations, and other regulations disfavoring the cadre
of vendors who have served the D.C. Community well
for generations. Stay tuned as the legislation undergoes reconsideration next year.
The ACLU’s Executive Director, Johnny Barnes,
and its Director of Public Education for the Technology and Liberty Program, Jay Stanley, spoke
strongly against the proliferation of security cameras in
the District of Columbia, and especially a plan proposed by the D.C. Police Department to begin actively
monitoring the cameras. The speakers talked about
the failure of surveillance cameras to stop crime in
other jurisdictions as well as the District. They also decried the plan to remove police from the community to
monitor cameras in the face of evidence that shows
that community policing is the most effective tool in
fighting crime.
VOL. 13, NO. 1

Lydia Williams, D.C. Long-term Care Ombudsman; Carol Matthews,
Legal Counsel for the Elderly Hotline Attorney; and Teresea Brownson,
Director, D.C. Senior Medicare Patrol Project.

Finally, Sound Advice celebrated recent successes
in the School of Law’s Community Development Law
Clinic. UDC-DCSL Professor Louise Howells and 3L
Veronica Morales told the story of “Las Marias,” a case
involving the clinic’s seven year representation of a
group of Latino/a clients in Columbia Heights who now
own their own apartments in a beautifully renovated tenant owned and operated building. The building is called
“Las Marias” in honor of several critical players in the
tenant association who shared the name Maria.

THE ADVOCATE

Above, Hon. Tony Lee, Hon. Anita Josey-Herring and Will Parker.
Below, Darrell Hale, Hon. Odessa Vincent and Darryl Feldman.
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Disaster and the Law: Katrina De-Briefing

Above: Liz Crow, John White, Julie Akemann, and Keri Nash. Below left: Anthony DiMillo,
Bottom left: Adriana Vlacich-Ceppetelli, Rosanna Chase and Professor Will McLain.

O

n Thursday, April
24th, 2008, a group
of Disaster and the
Law course students participated in a panel describing some of our work outside of the classroom.
Prof. Will McLain, who,
with professors Laurie
Morin and Susan Waysdorf, began the class in the
Spring of 2007, combined
his passion for this subject
with Prof. Matt Fraidin’s
hands-on clinical perspective to present a survey of
legal issues raised by disasters and some practical
avenues for lawyers to follow to mitigate their effects.
The practical instruction
had two components: work
in the District over the
course of the semester in a
clinic-like environment, and

18

a one-week practicum in New Orleans, during which the students worked in several
different institutions providing supervised
legal services for residents who had been
affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
The panel was an opportunity for the participants to explain their work in the course
to the student body, faculty and staff.
Students Liz Crow and Anthony DiMillo organized the program. DiMillo presented an engaging slide presentation including pictures taken in New Orleans by
the students and traditional New Orleans
brass music.
The presentation began by explaining
some of the work done by students during
the semester in the District. Professors
Fraidin and McLain had filed a D.C. Freedom of Information Act lawsuit against the
District’s Department of Corrections. The
goal of this litigation is to ensure that the
inmates of D.C. Jail will not suffer the inhumane tragedy that befell the inmates of the
jail in New Orleans should a disaster strike
here. John White spoke about researching
District and Federal FOIA statutes in aid of
that lawsuit.
Our attention then turned to the practicum in New Orleans. Rosanna Chase
spoke about her work with the Orleans
Public Defenders. She described the disgraceful treatment of inmates in the Orleans Parish Prison (OPP) and her efforts
to protect their rights.
Craig Bachelor explained the importance
and difficulties of helping
residents through the
Louisiana probate process, called Succession.
Thousands of Louisiana
residents were required
THE ADVOCATE

to show clear title to their destroyed
property to qualify for federal assistance and rebuild their homes and
lives. Liz Crow then spoke about
helping the Louisiana ACLU monitor
prison and prisoner conditions. That
group of students spent their week
navigating a formidable maze of bureaucratic obstacles for an opportunity
to interview inmates of O.P.P. These
interviews exposed the shocking conditions of the jail and the inmates’ lives
while incarcerated there. And finally,
Keri Nash recounted a lecture given
for the students by Loyola University
Law School professor and the founder of the Gillis Long Poverty Law
Center, Bill Quigley. Prof. Quigley
spoke passionately about the need for
rebuilding efforts and about the importance of bringing the lessons that students learned in New Orleans back to
their home towns to prevent future
tragedies.
Prof. McLain had the final word
and reiterated his message that disasters expose pre-existing social vulnerabilities — and as students and lawyers we all have a responsibility to effectively address these vulnerabilities
before a disaster amplifies them beyond our control.
- John White
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Debate 2008!

Here at UDC! John McCain, Ron Paul, Mitt Romney, Barak
Obama, Hillary Clinton, Dennis Kucinich, John Edwards!
(um… well, kinda...the Student Surrogate Debates!)

U

DC David A. Clarke School
of Law students may be
rated most progressive in
America (Princeton Review, 2007
and 2008) but that doesn’t mean
they walk in political lock-step when

Rep. Dennis Kucinich (as channeled by
Alejandro Soto-Vigil, ‘08)

it comes to their presidential preferences. In fact, our “diversity” extends into the political arena where
the majority liberal and progressive
Democratic-leaning mindset is leavened by not only Green and Social-

John Edwards (inhabiting the body
of Sam Kanupp,‘08)

ist, but Libertarian and Republican
activists as well. While not all of
the student stand-ins, below, ascribed in real life to the positions of
their models, the debate was informed, spirited and… entertaining!

Hillary Clinton (as portrayed by
Ashley Hughes, ‘10)

Mitt Romney (as seen through the
eyes of Anthony Adeleke, ‘08)

From left: moderator Gwen Ifill (Stacie Mills, ‘09), Sen. Barak Obama (Matt Kozik, ‘08), Romney, (Clinton, Kucinich, Edwards, John
McCain (embodied by Will Burns, ‘08) and Rep. Ron Paul (played by Joseph Fay, ‘09, with absolutely no government support!)
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In Service to the Community
The 2008 Community Service Fair

Each August, Dena Bauman, Director of
Career Services, works with Professor Edgar
Cahn to organize a Community Service Panel
Discussion and “Meet Your Community Service Partners Information Fair” on the last day
of the Law and Justice Course.
Dozens of organizations attended, including: AARP Legal Counsel for the Elderly;
ACLU Washington Legislative Office; AFGE
Local 12; Alliance for Justice; Bread for the
City; Center for Immigration Law and Practice; D.C. Appleseed Center for Law and
Justice; D.C. Commission on Human
Rights; D.C. Office of Administrative Hearings; D.C. Councilmember Kwame R.
Brown's Committee on Economic Development; Office of the Attorney General for the
District of Columbia; Legal Aid Society of
the District of Columbia; Neighborhood Legal Services Program; Public Employees
for Environmental Responsibility (PEER);
University Legal Services; Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless; Women Empowered Against Violence (WEAVE); and
the D.C. Youth Court.
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The UDC-DCSL Community Service Program
By Prof. Edgar S. Cahn

DC Coalition Against
Domestic Violence

E

Maria
Mulvihill

ven the taxi drivers
in Washington
know that the
UDC-DCSL School of Law
has survived against the
odds, year in and year
out. That survival stems
directly from the grassroots support. By law,
the School is mandated to
provide access to Justice
to residents of the District
and to open up the legal
profession to underrepresented groups. The
School has honored that
commitment. This community knows it.
Every entering student
takes the course Law &
Justice which includes a
40 hour community service requirement. This
requirement comes on
top of the School’s core
requirement that every
student provide at least
700 hours of service in
the School’s own law firm
to earn the clinical credits
providing actual legal services to District residents.
That 40 hour requirement
would, by itself, have
been sufficient to place
UDC-DCSL in the very top
rank of law schools in
terms of commitment to
serve the community.
Last year, 80 first-year
students provided more
than 3,200 hours of service. But numbers do not
begin to convey the quality, significance or texture
of what they gave. Here
are some excerpts:
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“On-call advocates are
available to meet with
a victim at a hospital,
courthouse or police
station, or speak with
them on the phone.
Prof. Edgar Cahn
The on-call advocate
Multi-Door Dispute Resolution of D.C.
is able to provide safety planning
Superior Court
and emotional support; legal information; Crime Victim’s CompensaRandy Oliver
tion applications; emergency finan“Mediation observation was a wonderful
cial assistance; a temporary place
experience... Mediators would frequently
to stay (a hotel); transportation; acask my opinion, and talk about
cess to the Temporary Protection
the legal issues and doctrines
Order process
involved in the preceding
and someone
cases... There was always
something to work on, which
who will work
gave me the feeling that I was
with them
truly contributing to the process.”
throughout the
court process
and provide case
Court Watch Program
management.
...When I would
Melissa Wu
get a page I
would call the
“The Court Watch Program is a
number back and
program that monitors civil court
and criminal court proceedings
talk directly to the
for victims of domestic viopolice officer to
lence…to ensure that victims are
get information
Randy Oliver
not re-victimized during the often diffifrom them about the incident and then talk to the victim to
cult proceedings… The parents often do
see how I could assist them. ...I
not have any other means for help other
than the abuser adult child who is either
had previously worked with domessent to serve time in prison or alternatively
tic violence victims in Minnesota.
ordered to stay away... As I walked back to
...The victims I had previously
helped mostly came from middle
the courtroom, I thought to myself over and
class families, while the ones loover again, was justice served? …How can
family members who so desperately need
cated in D.C. came from very lowto mend their relationship begin to heal
income neighborhoods. Coming
when they are prohibited from having any
from a poverty stricken area poses
much more difficult problems than
contact? ...In lieu of a stay away or jail time,
someone who comes from circumI firmly believe that these broken families
stances where they can afford to
would benefit from family counseling or
other treatment that would not separate
relocate and leave the abusive rethem, but would bring them together so that
lationship.”
they could begin to heal emotionally.”
THE ADVOCATE
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Office of Attorney General for
Child and Family Services

which was intended for public
safety usages. I also composed a
one-page description [that] stated
why the cable leased access initiative, which was intended to promote diversity in programming,
fails to do so because the FCC’s
rate formula favors cable operators and discourages independent
programmers.”

children with disabilities has reaffirmed my interest in becoming a
special education lawyer, and
most importantly, my interest in
working with parents to develop a
better line of communication between parents and the public
school system.”
Mid-Atlantic Innocence Project

Advocates for Justice
in Education (AJE)

Kwame Willingham
“This agency prosecutes child
abuse and neglect cases. In addition to... an opportunity to work
closely with an experienced Attorney General, I was able to apply my
first year legal research and writing
skills to help prepare cases for trial.
Although rewarding, the experience
was quite challenging emotionally...
It was difficult at times to comprehend the number of children who
were being neglected and the ways
in which they were abused.
...Assuming each lawyer (in the
Agency) had the same number of
cases, at least two-thousand (2000)
children suffer from neglect or child
abuse in Washington, DC.”
Media Access Project
Elizabeth Crow
“I worked with attorneys to prepare
briefs relating to broadcasting station sales across the United States,
reviewed and summarized the Federal Communication Commission’s
Notice of Proposed Rule Making
relating to the 700 MHZ proceeding. The summary was used … in a
press release stating MAP’s opposition to FCC’s willingness to allow
monopolized media to control this
portion of the broadcast spectrum
22

Karen Hainer

Victoria Glick
“AJE was founded by Kim Jones,
a graduate of the David A. Clarke
School of Law. I worked under the
supervision of Karu Echinique,
also a graduate of our law school.
These cases included those
where the D.C. school system has
refused to comply with special
education requirements…” [The
report describes participation in
training and resource workshops
for parents, development of revised training materials to address
special education needs of school
children with physical and emotional disabilities, writing an article
in AJE’s monthly newsletter regarding the difference between
charter and public schools and
what rights special education students have in each system.]
“Seeing the ability of the legal system to help change the paths of
THE ADVOCATE

“Working under the supervision of
the executive director and her assistant, I investigated claims of
innocence from D.C. prisoners ...in cases involving DNA evidence or other newly discovered
evidence.” [Describing one case],
“My review indicates there are
significant disputes in testimony,
the possibility of inconclusive
DNA testing, and a possible lead
involving another who was initially
arrested in the murder but released... I will be continuing with
MAIP over the summer as an intern.”
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Asian Pacific American
Resource Center

research skills. I was able to use
the skills in real life that I was
taught in my Lawyering Process
Class. My favorite part about
Legal Services Program was the
people who worked at the program and their attitude towards
their work and their clients. You
could tell everyone was there
because they wanted to be
there, and they genuinely cared
about their clients.“
Alliance for Justice

Yary Lim
“Staffed by 19 law student volunteers who speak up to ten Asian
languages, the hotline serves as an
entry point into legal services for
many Asian-Americans who are
non-English speakers. As an AsianAmerican who can speak Khmer
and conversational Mandarin, I was
hoping to assist Cambodians in
need of legal assistance. The hotline makes you think on your feet
and empathize with a client. Although, as a volunteer, you are not
allowed to give out legal advice,
you are constantly issue spotting
and finding what course of action is
best for the caller. [M]y time at the
APALRC has just begun as I have
made ties with the Asian and AsianAmerican community.”
Neighborhood Legal
Services Program
Laura Gray
“Neighborhood Legal Services allows their interns to learn the areas
of law they want to learn, and also
allows interns to do the work they
are interested in doing. ...I completed a lot of research in various
areas of law which really allowed
me to practice and hone my legal
VOL. 13, NO. 1

Stephanie Webb
“The Judicial Selection project
assigned me the task of composing case summaries from
numerous Mississippi Court of
Appeals decisions. These case
summaries were compiled for a
full report on Judge Southwick.
…[T]he report indicated that
Judge Southwick has an 89
percent record of voting against
workers, consumers, and other
victims in divided decisions. In
an employment case, Judge
Southwick joined a five to four
decision that excused the use of
a racial slur.”

Low-Income Tax Clinic
and Housing Clinic,
Lucas Dansie
Not until working in the clinics this year
has my Spanish meant so much. I interpreted client meetings. I translated
written letters to clients, and I interpreted over the telephone. In the housing clinic I was asked to translate a
copy of a settlement agreement, a
hefty legal document. My basic duty
was to effectively interpret between
the languages in such a way as to not
distract from the substance of the conversation, thus preserving the feeling
of dialog between the client and the
student attorney. Working in the clinics
was not merely a way for me to practice my Spanish in a legal setting, and
to learn much specific legal vocabulary. It was also a profoundly human
experience in that we were dealing
with real clients and real problems. It
was touching to observe the genuine
interest of the law students and also to
witness the hours of hard work and
dedication they put into each client’s
complex case.
Employment Justice Center
and D.C. Office of
Administrative Hearings

Chris Viviani
“The real skill is to spend some time
with the employee to get to the heart
of the legal issue… The difficult task
THE ADVOCATE
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is to keep the conversation on point
and to reach the main issue because often employees are disgruntled, upset, mad and simply want to
tell someone their story – and it
was my task to keep the conversation focused while showing compassion for their concern. The staff
and volunteers at EJC are truly
dedicated, compassionate and
committed. I was proud to be part
of their staff, if even for a limited
time… In the spring semester, I began at the D.C. Office of Administrative Hearings. I was fortunate
enough to work for Judge Ann C.
Yahner, [dealing] with the Department of Employment Service which
focused on unemployment insurance cases. [M]y last work included
a research assignment and memo
dealing with a question: what was
the obligation of OAH when notice
of a hearing was sent to a party but
returned undeliverable?”

similar laws. I was able to work
significantly on a bill that will
benefit the lives of over 6,000 exoffenders that are released every
year here in the District. This experience has been one of my
most gratifying throughout law
school and has provided me with
a staff position with the Council
member this semester. “
DC Councilmember
Kwame Brown

he needed them. That aspect of
the hearing took approximately
two hours, and was quite thrilling
to be so involved ... for this oversight process. [I was asked] to
stay next to the Councilman for
the question of the NCRC. Though
I had not prepared questions specifically for this agency, I had
learned enough in the last two
days to be of help to the Councilmember. The hearing wrapped up
close to ten o’clock that night.”
Time Dollar Youth Court

DC Councilmember Marion Barry

Karen Malovrh
Char Harouna

Chan Tei DuRant
“I worked on a bill to amend the
current D.C. Human Rights Act to
include ex-offenders as a protected
class. It prohibits discrimination in
employment, housing, and education institutions that is based solely
on having an arrest or conviction
record. There are approximately
ten to fifteen other jurisdictions with
24

“I have never been very interested
in working for the government or
within the local legislature. I
gained a new respect and understanding for the inner workings of
the D.C. city government. I was
most excited to find how many
current UDC-DCSL students and
alumni work in the City Council
and the Mayor’s Office...
Wednesday we spent eleven
hours on the Council dais with
Councilmember Brown. While the
Councilmember questioned the
three agencies, I took notes, specifically looking for unanswered
questions, so that we could follow
up the next day with a letter. During the questioning of the Anacostia Waterfront Corporation, I
sat next to the Councilmember
and ... handed him documents, as
THE ADVOCATE

“Youth Court serves as the last
stand between a life of difficulty
and a life of different choices.
One young woman in particular
sticks in my mind. I saw her go
from not caring about her life, personal goals or a future, to telling
defendants they need to start
thinking about their future, to do
something with themselves and
the reason why it is important to
do so. In the fall she will attend
college.”
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DC Vote
Leslie Shedd

Time Dollar Youth Court
Justin Wolterman
“ During the course of one of these intake
interviews, I encountered a 14-year-old girl
who, accompanied by her mother, had
been arrested for fighting in school. Her
mother told me that she did not understand
why her daughter “had to go through all of
this.” She viewed the situation as simply
“just some kids fighting” and it was “no big
deal.” … During the rest of the intake interview, I noticed that the 14-year-old girl was
unable to read or write. I found this very
disturbing and her mother explained to me
that she had been trying to get her daughter some special assistance through the
school system but was unable to. The girl
was visibly distraught when I asked her to
fill out some self-evaluation forms because
she was unable to fill them out herself. She
was on the verge of tears so I offered to fill
them out myself and she was able to tell
me what she wanted to say. Her mother
indicated that she believed the youth court
was just another bureaucratic dead end for
her daughter to get help. In fact, this was
not a dead end. It was a beginning. The
young girl had her hearing the next Saturday morning, and as I advised her mother
to request from the court, she was assigned
to an education advocate through the Youth
Court program to help her in interacting
with the school system to find a solution to
her daughter’s grievous and long overlooked needs. By the time the hearing process was over, I ran into the mother and her
attitude had completely changed.”
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Public Defender Service
Melanie Acuna

“My placement at DC’s Public
“The majority of my service
Defender Service allowed me
was spent preparing for and
the opportunity to do substanexecuting the Voting Rights
tive legal research and draft
March. This was the first
memos and attorney letters. I
march of its kind for this
had the opportunity to visit our
cause and a lot of time and
client at jail, research theories
energy went into planning for
for his defense, and witness his
it. My projects involved contrial. My supervising attorney
tacting each of the ANC
allowed me an inside experiCommissioners, a press conence as to the life of a public
ference held in conjunction
defender.“
with a taxicab association
that supports the D.C. Vote
cause, creating and maintaining a data base of email addresses and phone numbers
of potential volunteers and
marchers, updating the website with new information,
new media and new photos
of events. While working
with D.C. Vote, the House of
Representatives voted for [ a
bill] that granted a seat in the
House of Representatives to
the District of Columbia. I
was able to see not only how
a non-profit organization
functions, but also
Editor in Chief: Katherine S. Broderick
how to organize a
Managing Editor: Joe Libertelli jlibertelli@udc.edu
large event like the
University of the District of Columbia
Voting Rights
David A. Clarke School of Law
March.”
4200 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Bldg. 38
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2008 Summer Public Interest Fellowship Fair
At the 2008 Fellowship Fair,
the following organizations
were represented:

E

ach year, dozens of representatives of public interest organizations and
government agencies from
throughout the region come to

UDC-DCSL for lunch and an opportunity to recruit law students
for summer work. The meetings
are informal, fast-paced and —
usually — fun!

AARP/Legal Counsel for the Elderly
ABA Center on Children and the Law
American Civil Liberties Union, NCA
AFGE Local 12
Alliance for Justice
Center for Immigration Law & Practice
Council of the District of Columbia
D.C. Legal Aid Society
D.C. Office of the Attorney General
D.C. Office of Administrative Hearings
D.C. Commission on Human Rights
D.C. Department of Insurance,
Securities and Banking
D.C. Office of Police Complaints
D.C. Public Schools,
Office of the General Counsel
HERO, Inc.
Manna, Inc.
Maryland State Public Defender
Neighborhood Legal Services Program
Servicemembers’ Legal Defense Network
Student Press Law Center
University Legal Services
US Department of Justice
U.S. EEOC
US EPA
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At top: Mike Walker of the US EPA with Nicholas Clark and Margaret Byron. Above: Brandon Atwater turns on the charm. Below left: Jenny Stach with Maureen McFeeney, USDOJ.
Below, right, Aleia Barlow with Scott Trowbridge, ‘07, ABA Cen. for Children and the Law.
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Above: 1L Joy Aceves-Amaya listens to Kenya Ross, DC Office of the Attorney General. Below: Sabrina Balgamwalla, of the Center for Immigration Law
and Practice, amuses Gilda Carbonaro and her mom. Below, center: Brandon Atwater pressing his case. Below right: Diane Lach, Chief Recruiter for
the Public Defender Service of MD with Dena Bauman. At bottom left, from the left: Gustavo Gonzalez, Darren Schultz and an attorney from Neighborhood Legal Services. At bottom right, Frank LoMonte of the Student Press Law Center, talks with Dean Hinton and Lisa Pratt.
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Equal Justice Works Summer Fellowships
Joseph L. Rauh, Jr.
Equal Justice Works Chapter

Summer Public Interest
Fellowship Program
Joe Rauh

Experience tells us that summer jobs are
among the most effective training grounds for building student expertise and commitment, make valuable professional contacts, and
provide vitally needed legal services - often to individuals who otherwise could not afford a lawyer.
Unfortunately, the very organizations and agencies most engaged in this type of work, and most in need of student support,
often cannot afford to pay students for their work. To address this
operational paradox, several years ago, our School of Law began
to raise funds from law firms, friends and alumni to provide Summer Public Interest Fellowships. Based on the success of this experience, the School of Law now supports Fellowships for all qualifying first year students - and for as many second year students as
possible.

Public Interest
Fellowship Fair
February 10!
To host a UDC-DCSL Fellow, at no charge to you,
please contact Dena
Bauman at 202-274-5722 or
Dbauman@udc.edu.
sion; Public Defender's Office of
Santa Clara County, CA; Childon
County District Attorney's Office;
Neighborhood Legal Services
Program; Center for Constitutional Rights; UDC-DCSL HIV/
AIDS Clinic; and the Public Defender Service of DC.

Students receiving the Fellowships work full-time, for a minimum of ten weeks, supervised by an attorney, in support of a public interest, governmental or judicial office. The School of Law provides stipends to Fellows in the amount of $3,000.
To support this program, you can make a tax-deductible donation to the “DC School of Law Foundation” with a notation to
“EJW.” Send it c/o Dean Shelley Broderick/UDC David A. Clarke
School of Law/4200 Connecticut Avenue, NW/Washington, D.C.
20008 or donate on line at www.dcslf.org.
THANK YOU!
The School of Law raised enough
funding to provide stipends to 30
qualifying Class of 2009 first-year
students and several Class of
2008 second-year students who
obtained public interest jobs last
summer. The Joseph L. Rauh
Summer Public Interest Fellowship Program enables students to
spend their summers building
expertise and making valuable
professional contacts while providing vitally needed legal services, often to individuals who
otherwise could not afford a lawyer. The placements included:
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Community Service and Development Clinic; Catholic Charities
Immigration Legal Services; Clark
Co. Public Defender's Office; Advocacy Incorporated; The Children's Law Center; CAIR Coalition; Cache County Attorney; the
Polaris Project; D.C. Office of the
Attorney General; Rappahannock
Legal Services; AFGE Local 12;
OAH/Judge Mahon; UDC-DCSL
Juvenile and Special Education
Clinic; Neighborhood Legal Services Program; D.C. City Council;
Montgomery County Public Defender's Office - Juvenile DiviTHE ADVOCATE

Sheree King
Sheree King
During my internship at the
Southeast Office of the Neighborhood Legal Services Program, I
assisted with interviewing clients
and negotiating with opposing parties. One case that stands out in
my mind was a case which required
me to actively listen to the client. A
client called our office with a Land(Continued on page 30)
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An In-Depth
Fellowship Report
There are days that are dispiriting and
others that seem to uplift. Perhaps those
heights are enough to curl the corners of
your mouth in a satisfying smile. And such
days are rare here at AFGE Local 12. But,
when there is reason to celebrate, it is an
accomplishment that gives one the will to
continue to fight the good fight and doggedly
work for workers. Federal employment law
is not the most glamorous field of law, but it
is intimate in that this type of work affects
each and every aspect of life. To some,
such work is life. It is disheartening to those
dreamers out there, but work undoubtedly
sustains us all. When that privilege and
right to humanely work is stripped away, life
can be left in shambles.
I have come to that realization as
every story, every face that worked at for the
Department of Labor in some capacity was
the same—someone was hired and just as
easily fired. Some can bounce back, but
when a termination leads to a rearranged
life, that once golden opportunity grows burdensome. Working for the government
should not be this way, but unfortunately it
can be. Union workers have to fight for everything—management often demands efficiency and work productivity but facilitates
such goals in ways so ineffective that it disrespects workers.
Upon arrival at the Department of Labor, I was unaware of the many acronyms
that plague the federal government. MSHA,
OSHA, OASAM, ETA, ESA, BLS are some
that come to mind—the ones I’ve used just
in the past 24 hours. Such is the governmental vernacular, the most efficient use of
human breath.
On a regular basis, those lists of letters
were used to describe situations where federal employees at the Department of Labor
faced some sort of workplace wrongdoing.
As a result, there are several grievances to
consider when employees have viable complaints against torturous management practice. In processing those grievances pursuant to a collective bargaining agreement
between the union and the Department, I
am one of two legal interns at AFGE Local
12 to research such complaint viability.
VOL. 13, NO. 1

On my first day, I was given a case.
The cafeteria tour, snack bar and gift shop
came later. The case was a Step-2 grievance involving an old contract with a statute
of limitations problem as well as a discriminatory hiring process at MSHA. I was told
to prepare for arbitration. It is noteworthy to
say that I had no idea about employment
law or the way a union works. I was lost
and overwhelmed the first day, but a few
hornbooks and some handy advice from
nearby attorneys got me through the day.
As research commenced, I wrote articles
for the Local 12 newsletter as well as participated on the union’s rally against A-76, a
bill that discriminates against federal employees who are minorities over 40 years of
age by contracting out to private companies. As my case closed, I worked on training stewards about a research tool called
CYBERFEDS.org, something comparable
to Westlaw and Lexis, just a cheaper version tailored to issues involving labor.
I worked on an EEO filing where a
federal employee was terminated and discriminated against at the Bureau of Labor
and Statistics. I conducted a clientinterview by myself and de-briefed the supervising attorney, Eleanor Lauderdale.
The purpose of the interview was to determine whether the complaint was viable and
if the client was willing to commit to filing a
formal complaint. The investigatory stage
would commence long after I leave AFGE
Local 12, but the research in filing this timepressing complaint is exhaustive. I am in
the process of compiling facts and finding
case law relevant to the improper removal
of a federal employee. This client was discriminated against and suffered a great
deal of economic loss. It is heart-wrenching
to hear such “horror” stories in the workplace, a result of a stressful government
management style—these legal conclusions are a reality—they affect real people.
I have drafted legal memorandums,
articles, and participated in several events
at Local 12. I am also involved in the daily
meetings about A-76 and much of my legal
research is about contracting out. I have
enjoyed my time and busy hours at the Department of Labor, despite the stressful
nature of arbitration and the tug-of-war between DOL management and its workers.
If this push-and-pull happens right under
THE ADVOCATE

Yary Lim

the government’s nose, what of the many
places elsewhere and abroad where a
grievance procedure is nonexistent? The
realization is staggering and the question
itself is shocking.
Towards the end of my time at AFGELocal 12, I continued to follow up with the
EEO case, but it will not be resolved until a
few years later. I also worked on a case
that involved first amendment issues and
work place fairness. All the while, I researched several cases for poignant vocabulary on the termination of probationary
employees. It was surprising to know how
very little privilege we have as probationary
employees and how management could
abuse an employee.
All in all, I have learned so much from
my time at AFGE Local 12. The staff and
executive board of Local 12 made it a wonderful experience. The expertise and
sharpness of the Local 12 lawyers made
my internship an apprenticeship, and all the
more rich and worthwhile. The giving nature of the staff allowed me to learn, in
depth, the law and the intricacies of the
Department of Labor without the fear of
asking questions, simple or complex.
Although I will not continue working at
Local 12, I highly recommend those interested in employment discrimination,
agency, and administrative law to dive right
in and learn from the best of the best—
those who work to expand the rights of
workers in America.
- Yary Lim
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Melissa Danjczek

(Continued from page 28)

lord and Tenant issue stating
that her landlord had illegally
evicted her. She said she was
not given proper notice and
that he had taken this action
without the proper use of the
Court. I immediately began
writing a pleading without going
into any of the particulars of her
case. Thankfully, I had the
guidance of Managing Attorney, William Stancil, to fix my
errors. Without his oversight, I
would not have caught the
most crucial part of her case. Her
Landlord evicted her because she
was his former wife and his new
wife no longer wanted her on the
property or for him to pay his exwife spousal support.
Attorney Stancil’s listening
abilities coupled with his ability to
ask the right questions prompted us
to file an additional pleading for
support payments as well as a
complaint for unlawful eviction.
From that experience, I learned that
listening and allowing a client the
time to tell his or her story is key to
client interaction.
I truly enjoyed the substantive work that I was able to complete while in the office. I look back
on this experience with nothing but
positive things to say about the office, my co-workers, fellow interns,
and our managing attorney because I truly enjoyed my summer
experience.
Molly Hoffman
My summer position is with the
Office of Administrative Hearings
(“OAH”) clerking under Principle
Judge Long with the Rental Housing Division. During my time with
the OAH, I have had two opportunities to write orders for judges and to
research interesting and important
aspects of law important to the average D.C. citizen. I research topics such as when a person is being
charged too much rent and how a
tenant can stand up for the quality
30

Molly Hoffman

of their living establishment. I also
research the rights of D.C landlords and the law that governs the
duties and obligations of landlords.
My ongoing project was to
update the digest which will be
used by the administrative law
judges when making their orders
and decisions. It is an incredible
feeling to know that the cases I
read, my interpretation of them,
and my analysis of the case law
will help guide judges in making
decisions in their cases. I am reminded of the importance of my
work when I come into work and
see a room full of people waiting
for a hearing, knowing that my decisions, my wording, my analysis
will guide the judges in making
decisions which will affect the daily
life of each and every person in
the waiting room.
On my last day of internship,
each judge wished me luck in my
law school career and let me know
how much they enjoyed my company and the quality of my work. I
was told of the growing respect for
UDC-DCSL and how impressed
they were with the quality of the
students the school was producing. I was asked if I would be interested in a fall fellowship with
the OAH. My summer position
sponsored by the EJW has just
opened a door that very well could
lead into my first job after school.
I am so thankful for the opportunity!
THE ADVOCATE

Working at the Children’s Law
Center has been a tremendous mix
of emotions, including satisfaction,
frustration and sorrow. Some times
were filled with tremendous satisfaction. It is always nice to hear
“you saved me; I would have been
in front of the judge with nothing to
say.” I was able to elicit information
about a prospective adopter’s past
criminal history. This man told the
attorney I was working for, on numerous occasions, that he has not
been involved in any criminal proceedings. That was simply not true,
he had served 5 years in prison for
possession with intent to distribute.
This conviction would not bar him
from adopting a child, but we would
have made a misrepresentation to
the Court in our adoption petition.
We had a young girl currently
living in a foster home that was infested with cockroaches and mice. I
was also informed that I needed to

Melissa Danjczek

transport her to and from court that
day. With thirty minutes to spend in
the office I began calling the local
exterminators and found that they
were unavailable for days. But this
girl needed an exterminator today
or the next day or else she would
be removed, by the court, from the
place she had called home for
FALL 2008
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many months. On my way to
pick her up from this infested
home I explained the serious
nature of the situation to the
manager of the exterminator
and got a confirmation from
him that they could have
someone out the next morning.
Throughout the summer I
was kept busy and had wide
variety of tasks. I truly enjoyed my experience at the
Children’s Law Center and
met many wonderful people.
Julie Akemann
At Catholic Charities
Immigration Legal Services, I had the opportunity
to work with asylum seekers.
In these cases the attorney
assisting with the petition has
to act as a social worker as
well as an attorney. Unfortunately, if the severity of the
persecution for the client in

Julie Akemann

their home country was high,
this increased the client’s
chance for success in his or
her case. When speaking
with a client about their past
persecution experiences, I
became hopeful when the
harm they suffered was welldocumented. If a client did
suffer a great deal, I was torn
VOL. 13, NO. 1

between being happy
the client had a strong
case for asylum, but sorrowful because of the
pain the client had suffered.
I had the opportunity to attend an asylum hearing at the Arlington Immigration
Court. The client’s case
was particularly difficult
because she suffered a
great deal of harm in her
home country. At most,
the hearing consisted
entirely of the petitioner’s own testimony
and her accounts of her
life in Burma. The government attorney, however, was unprepared
and irritated when the
client would get emotional on the stand, and
had to pause to wipe her
tears, apparently did not
care about the client’s
trauma, and was seemingly indifferent to her
tales of rape, beatings,
and threats by the Burmese government. Despite the brash tone and
lack of sincerity from the
government attorney,
the client told her story
with poise and sincerity
and unscathed during
cross-examination.
At the conclusion
of the client’s testimony,
the Judge decided her
testimony alone was
enough for his ruling.
Our client won her asylum case. To see the
smile on the client’s face
as she realized what the
immigration Judge’s decision meant for her, made
me proud to be associated with an honorable
organization such as
Catholic Charities Immigration Legal Services.
THE ADVOCATE

At top: Keri Nash did her summer fellowship with the
American Federation of Government Employees at the
US Department of Labor. Lucas Dansie did his Fellowship at the Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights (CAIR)
Coalition and Mazi Ucheomumu worked with a D.C.
Superior Court Magistrate Judge Karen Howze.
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2008 Public Interest Internship Program

T

thusiastic. He welcomes assignhelp them work through profeshrough the University of the
ments with vigor and an eager
sional development issues. Field
District of Columbia David
mind. He does not shy away from
supervisors provide detailed midA. Clarke School of Law’s
any task nor does he cut any corterm and final evaluations. Profesinternship program, students gain
ners.” Mr. Davis,
sor Robinson and Ms.
“real-life” legal skills and academic
whose previous internBauman meet face-tocredit while furnishing invaluable
ships focused on immiface with every superassistance to judicial, governmengration law, hopes
visor during the course
tal, and non-profit entities in the
eventually to open his
of the semester to disD.C. metropolitan area. In the
own practice, building
cuss the intern’s pro2008 spring semester, a record
on professional congress.
sixteen students provided more
tacts that he developed
All the students in
than 3000 hours of legal service,
the spring semester
and experienced a wide variety of
in school. Teresa Fulford continued her fall
class are candidates
practice areas and professional
Teresa Fulford
for graduation in May
development challenges as interns
internship with Judge
2008. We hope you enjoy reading
with the US Equal Employment
Robert Rigsby this spring. She is
about their experiences!
considering an LL.M. in litigation,
Opportunity Commission, the
At the US Equal Employment
D.C. Superior Court and Court of
among other interests. John HopOpportunity Commission, Andre
Appeals, the US Tax Court, the
kins interned for Magistrate Judge
Robertson worked for the Office of Karen Howze. Mr. Hopkins met his
Maryland Public Defender’s OfFederal Operations, researching
goals to gain experience in the profice and other sites.
and drafting memofessional workplace and observe
Directed by Prof.
randa. He will be
the application of law. Judge
William Robinson, the
relocating to Auprogram operates durHowze commented, “Throughout
gusta, GA after
ing the spring and
the experience, Mr. Hopkins has
graduation, where
summer semesters.
been motivated and worked with
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medical residency.
to help students deproduct.” Christopher May chose
Mr. Robertson was
velop and improve
the internship class to help him
able to explore his
their legal skills, exclarify his career direction and iminterest in employplore career areas of
prove his writing skills, and a judiment law through
particular interest,
cial placement to learn about a
Christopher May
the internship.
identify and analyze
wide array of practice areas. He
Working with his church’s legal
professional responsibility probmet many of his goals in his internlems, and make connections with
counsel’s office whetted Harry Valship with the Honorable Ann
court’s interest in employment law, O’Regan Keary. Scott Peary, who
working lawyers and other profesleading to his placement with the
sionals for future networking and
worked at the US Attorney’s Ofpossible employment.
Office of EEOC Commissioner
fice for the District of Columbia
At the beginning of the semesin last summer’s class, interned for
Stuart J. Ishimaru. Supervising
attorney Jacinta Ma said “Harry’s
ter, students draft a “goals memo”
Judge Herbert Dixon, to improve
strength is in his ability to take an
which is discussed in their individhis research and writing skills and
assignment and work very indeual “entrance interviews” and again
expand his professional network.
pendently with little guidance.” Folduring their “exit interviews” at the
He said the placement helped him
lowing graduation, Mr. Valcourt will
end of the semester. Students
clarify where he would like to work
clerk for D.C. Superior Court Magis- after graduation.
meet during a weekly tutorial with
trate Judge Pamela Gray.
Professor Robinson and Ms. Dena
Ariel Shea worked for D.C.
Five students interned with the
Bauman, Director of Career SerCourt of Appeals Associate Judge
D.C. Superior Court. Working for
vices, to examine the broader soInez Smith Reid. Ms. Shea, who
cial, political, economic, and policyhas been the UDC-DCSL webmisJudge John H. Bayly, Jimmy
related ramifications of their fieldtress for many years, has long-term
Davis drafted orders ruling on motions and researched legal issues
work, as well as to serve as a
career interests in working in direct
for the judge who was on a “busy
sounding board for each other.
legal services for low-income climisdemeanor calendar”. The judge
Students keep a weekly journal to
ents. With a keen interest in tax
said “Mr. Davis is confident and en- law, Keisha Potter chose an inreflect upon their experiences and
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from the District Court. He demBrandi Garcia also worked for
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onstrated great writing and rePanuthos, Chief Special Trial
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Judge for the United States Tax
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criminal defense work that he
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“he was thoroughly prepared to go
critically on the experience through
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More Public Interest Internships

M

any students have a
keen interest in civil
rights and took the internship class for excellent placements
in that field. Robert Johnson, ’08,
had an exceptional experience at
The Leadership Conference for
Civil Rights, working directly with
Mr. Wade Henderson. Robert, who
plans a career in politics, researched and analyzed various policy matters before Congress this
summer, focusing on the immigration bill that ultimately failed passage. Shanice Adams, ’08,
worked for the D.C. Commission
on Human Rights, a placement
that helped her move toward her
goal of being a civil rights attorney.
The Commission investigates and
processes complaints of unlawful
discrimination and reviews and
monitors all District affirmative action programs, among other responsibilities. Shanice took on significant responsibilities for reviewing and assessing a number of
claims, honing her legal research
and analytical abilities. Samuel
Kanupp, ’08, also plans a civil
rights career. With a particular interest in employment discrimination,

Above from left: Theo Casey, Sam Kanupp, Alejandro Soto-Vigil, Suzanne Sable,
Robert Johnson (also at left) and Scott Peary. That’s Robert Johnson again, below left.

he benefited from a placement
with the Lawyers Committee for
Civil Rights Under the Law. At
the start of his internship, the U.S.
Supreme Court handed down its
decision in Ledbetter v. Goodyear
Tire & Rubber Company, Inc., giving Sam a unique opportunity to
assist the Committee with indepth research and analysis on
this case and proposed strategies
post-Ledbetter.
At the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission,
Theo Casey, ’07, interned for
Commissioner Stuart Ishimuru.

Robert Johnson, ‘08
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His work included briefing the
Commissioner on a number of matters. After relocating to California,
Theo plans to pursue a career in
employment law, and felt that this
internship gave him relevant experience and exposure to the field,
as well as contacts to help him obtain a position in California.
Alejandro Soto-Vigil, ’08,
who served as the Student Bar Association President for 2007-2008,
was eager to learn about
“whistleblower” laws and issues.
Under the tutelage of his supervisor at the Government Accountability Clinic, Alejandro interviewed potential clients and researched their claims. This work,
he says, will give him a good foundation for a public interest career
when he returns to California.
Several students were judicial
interns, which is an excellent and
perhaps unique opportunity for
them to sit “on the other side of the
bench.” Damon Adams, ’08,
wanted to learn about criminal law
practice and related policy issues,
including voting rights for persons
with criminal records. Under the
tutelage of D.C. Magistrate Judge
Karen Howze, Damon had significant research and writing responsibilities, moving him toward his goal
to become a state attorney in Maryland.
FALL 2008
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Kasey Dunton, ’08 and Alejandro Soto-Vigil, ’08 and GAP Executive Director, Mark Cohen, ‘85.
Below at right: Melissa Mathu, ‘08.

Beth Zarkin ’08, who has a
deep interest in family law, chose to
intern with D.C. Superior Court
Judge Fern Saddler. Beth also
did a great deal of research and
writing, while learning about the often deeply emotional issues that
pervade family law practice. Beth is
interested in a post-graduate clerkship with the Court.
Like the spring 2007 semester,
we had a judicial intern in the federal judiciary. Melissa Mathu ’08
interned for U.S. District Judge
Richard Roberts. Melissa, who
was placed with Judge Roberts
through the Washington Bar Association’s Judicial Council intern initiative, focused her research and
writing assignments on criminal law
matters. Although Melissa, who
plans to stay in the Washington
D.C. area, has a special interest in
tax law, she felt the internship was
invaluable for the skills she was
able to develop and the observations she made about courtroom
procedures and practice.
Criminal law remains an area
in which UDC-DCSL students take
a special interest. Roseanne
Chase and Scott Peary, both in
the Class of 2008, chose the defense and prosecution, respectively. For “Rosie,” working at the
VOL. 13, NO. 1

Public Defender Office for the
District of Columbia was “a dream
come true.” Rosie represented juveniles who have been detained,
building on her interest in juvenile
justice. Rosie’s long-term career
plans include returning to her home
state of Maine and establishing a
statewide public defender program.
With a keen interest in prosecution,
Scott chose a placement with the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Dis-

trict of Columbia, working in the
major crimes division. In addition
his research and writing assignments, Scott learned first-hand
about the complexities of the criminal justice system and how he
might best position himself for a
satisfying legal career as an attorney in that field.
Finally, two students chose to
work on Capitol Hill this summer.
Yancey Burns ‘08, a West Virginia native, interned for U.S. Congressman Nick Rahall, (D-WV).
Yancey, planning a career in politics back home, learned how a legislative office functions, handled
research assignments on a broad
variety of topics, and made invaluable contacts to help establish him
in his profession after graduation.
Suzanne Sable ’08, who attended law school to pursue her
passion for international affairs
(and make use of her Japanese
language fluency), interned for
U.S. Congressman Sander
Levin, (D-MI). Suzanne greatly
impressed the office with both the
quality of her work and her eagerness to learn. Her immediate postgraduate plans include an LL.M. in
International Law.

Melissa Mathu, ‘08
THE ADVOCATE
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Above: Alejandro Soto-Vigil & Suzanne Sable. At right: Prof. Bill Robinson and GWAC attorneys Andrea Ewart, and Aliya Wong, the Director of Pension Policy for the US Chamber of Commerce.

W

hat did
you do
the summer after your second year in law
school? If you were
super cool like
Yancey Burns and
Anthony DiMillo,
you spent some
quality time with
America’s Next Top
Model Cari-Dee
English discussing
the pressing issues
of the day. Yancey
and Anthony, both
summer interns on
the Hill, (Yancey
with his home Representative, Congressman Nick Rahall and Anthony
with the Judiciary
Committee’s Administrative Law Subcommittee) had an
opportunity to talk with
Cari-Dee about the issues that
most affect her, her fellow models
and other random pretty people.
The issue that Cari-Dee was
most passionate about is psoriasis. I know, it doesn’t seem very
model-like, but as fellow UDC law
student Matt Kozik pointed out,
“that’s what the summer after
your second year in law school is
all about, tearing down preconceived notions.” Cari-Dee told
Yancey and Anthony all about
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From left, Anthony DiMillo, Cari-Dee English, and Yancey Burns

how she was teaming with national organizations and members
of Congress to spread awareness
about psoriasis. Yancey and Anthony told her all about how super
cool it was interning on the Hill
and how she should bring her
knowledge of the world to UDC
Law someday to share with their
colleagues.
Cari-Dee respectfully declined their invitation, but promised to walk extra tall on the run-
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way knowing that there were advocates in training at the ol’ David
A. Clarke. In the end, a common
ground united Yancey, Anthony
and Cari-Dee. That common
ground was a desire to help people. Whether help comes in the
form of psoriasis education, probono legal clinics or otherwise, it
is a desire that is shared by models and law students alike. And
that desire cannot be quelled.
- Yancey Burns, ‘08
FALL 2008
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The UDC-DCSL Clinical Program
Housing Clinic
The Housing Clinic’s Spring
Semester 2007 students displayed
a commitment to furthering its mission of preserving low cost housing
in the city. Jason Hart, Wayne
Turner, Ariel Shea, Mark Gabriel,
and Terry Morris were instrumental in finalizing several settlement
agreements for low income clients
in the district. The students collected several thousand dollars in
damages and rent refunds for their
clients.
Jason Hart represented a client
who is the sole occupant of a multiunit building being evicted under
the “personal use and occupancy”
exception to the Rent Control Act of
1985. He started the settlement
negotiations rolling with a “move
out” offer to the landlord.
A tenant “buyout” was finalized
in which the clients were paid close
to 40 thousand dollars and are
safely ensconsed in their new housing. Although the clinic attempts to
preserve low cost housing whenever possible, the clients decided

that making a move was right for
them. Another court decision in
the spring gave seven tenants
$180,000 to divide.
Wayne Turner and Ariel Shea
began representation of seven
tenants in an apartment building
in Southeast. The landlords in
this case had simply disappeared
for more than two years and then
reappeared in a lawsuit for unpaid
rent. The conditions in the building are horrendous: rat and roach
infestation, overflowing sewer
pipes, leaking pipes, holes in the
ceiling, lack of heat and overflowing trash.
The Housing Clinic kept its
doors open during the summer
semester 2007 with students
Sarah Snik, Roman Jankowski,
Shane Mackey, Marc Borbely,
Charles Jeane, Anne Uitvlugt,
Jennifer Karr, Yesenia PolancoGaldamez and Christy MasonSpurgeon. The clinic’s commitment to representing clients referred by CARECEN (Central
American Refugee Empowerment
Network) who had tenant petitions

pending at the Office of Administrative Hearings allowed several of the
students to gain valuable administrative hearing experience.
Charles Jeane and Anne
Uitvlugt represented a client during
his three day hearing at OAH.
They submitted a motion for summary judgment on several issues in
the case and are optimistic that the
outcome will be in their favor.
Christy Mason Spurgeon also
wrote a motion for summary judgment for one of her clients.
Several of the tenant petitions
filed at OAH were negotiated and
settled over the summer. Jennifer
Karr negotiated a settlement for
one of her clients in a tenant petition case. Sarah Snik, Roman
Jankowski and Yesenia PolancoGaldamez had similar victories negotiating for their clients based on
claims of housing code violations
and illegal rent increases.
Shane Mackey wrote a
“magisterial” motion for preliminary
injunction for the clients in Southeast. On the day of the hearing for
the motion, the landlords made an

Mark Gabriel, Jason Hart, Professor Allen, Ariel Shea, Wayne Turner and Terry Morris
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offer for settlement that was accepted by the clients. Marc Borbely spent many hours finalizing a
settlement agreement that encompassed a myriad of problems in the
building, for seven different clients,
and that set up a repair schedule
based on the severity of the problems.
The fall 2007 semester students, Rosanna Chase, Yancey
Burns, Stacey Cash, Phillip
Sherman, and Sean Becker were
kept quite busy all semester. Stacey and Rosanna are prepared for
a hearings at OAH. Phillip
Sherman had had the most experience in the courthouse, helping
Anne and Charles from the summer finish the hearing at OAH by
cross-examining the landlord and
writing a closing argument. Stacey
Cash settled a case from the summer after a court ordered mediation.

Nancy Combs
Yancey Burns took the lead on
the Southeast case and argued
why the landlords should be held in
contempt for failing to make repairs
agreed to in the settlement. Sean
Becker has took new clients from
CARECEN, and conducted further
negotiations in the “personal use
and occupancy” case.
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Community Development
Law Clinic Highlights
The CDLC was fortunate to
have seventeen students and three
teaching assistants working in the
clinic during the Spring semester.
As a mid-sized law firm, we divided
into two practice groups: one focusing on small business and nonprofit cases, and the other working
primarily on housing and tenant
purchase cases. In addition to
working on individual cases, the
students in each practice group
worked on collaborative projects
dedicated to policy and law reform
issues. Some of the highlights of
our work follow.
The seven students assigned
to the small business and nonprofit
practice group represented twentyfour clients in various stages of
business or nonprofit formation.
The following is a sampling of some
of the interesting entities the students assisted. Eliza Bangit
helped a budding jewelry entrepreneur get her business established
and licensed in the District of Columbia. She also assisted a nonprofit organization dedicated to African health issues with tax and governance issues. Nancy Combs
provided a legal memorandum to
an entrepreneur who wants to start
a pontoon boat lounge on the Potomac River. She also assisted a
nonprofit organization working on
community development issues in
the Shaw neighborhood of the District. Candice Ellison drafted the
application form to procure taxexempt status for a fledgling D.C.
nonprofit seeking to assist students
in developing art and entrepreneurship skills. Brandi Garcia worked
with a group of three psychologists
seeking to set up a practice focusing on mental health for minority
youth in the District. Alea Harmon
worked with an events promoter
who organizes concerts in D.C.
venues, helping him to form a legal
entity and address licensing and
THE ADVOCATE

Shane Mackey
liability questions. Dan McMahon
filed trademark applications for a female physician who is marketing
health and education products for
young minority women. Suzanne
Sable assisted a nonprofit organization that provides social services in
Anacostia in responding to questions
from the IRS about its tax-exempt
status. Ajene Turnbull helped form
a company specializing in international travel to Tibet, providing advice
about insurance and liability issues.
The nine students assigned to
the housing group represented resident associations in five apartment
complexes in varying stages of resident control and ownership. Audrey
Orteza, Shane Mackey and Leigh
Snyder represented a cooperative
that had acquired a former slum
property in 2003 and was just nearing completion of a major renovation
of the building. In collaboration with
lawyers from Crowell & Moring and
the Washington Legal Clinic for the
Homeless, Damon Adams, Christopher May and Maria Mier assisted a
tenant association in its effort to preserve federal subsidies and to enforce its right to purchase a building
in the rapidly gentrifying Columbia
Heights area. The same team
worked with a tenant association in
Northeast D.C., which had recently
purchased its property and was just
beginning the redevelopment process. Adrianna Vlacich-Ceppetelli,
FALL 2008
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Alejandro Soto-Vigil, and Sudani
Davis assisted a tenant association,
which had also recently purchased
its building and was engaged in an
effort to secure financing and to
complete its construction plan.
Chris May and Damon Adams also
assisted a cooperative that had
owned its property for several decades, but was seeking to substantially revise its organizational documents and achieve better management of its property.
In addition to all of their casework, students performed excellent
service to the community with their
collaborative projects. Alea
Harmon, Suzanne Sable and Ajene

Ajene Turnbull
Turnbull planned and presented a
workshop on Nonprofit Organizations. Fourteen representatives of
prospective nonprofit organizations
attended the workshop, where they
viewed a Powerpoint presentation
explaining both the D.C. and the
IRS requirements for forming an organization and procuring tax-exempt
status. Attendees were interested
in a wide variety of projects, from
community revitalization to early
education for children and families.
At the end of the session, several
organizations applied for legal representation from the clinic or the
D.C. Pro Bono Project, while others
left eager to work on their mission
statements and business plans.
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Eliza Bangit, Nancy Combs
and Dan McMahon worked on a
project involving the new vending
laws in the District of Columbia.
Until recently, D.C. had a moratorium on new street vendors. The
city is now in the process of releasing new vending sites, starting
first in the central business district, and eventually extending to
D.C. neighborhoods. One of the
goals of the new vending regulations is to encourage entrepreneurship and diversity in the District’s vending program. To that
end, Eliza created an informational packet that walks prospective vendors, who may not have
much experience with business or
D.C. regulations, through the
process of obtaining a vending
license. Her packet will be distributed to prospective applicants at
an upcoming vending fair sponsored by the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs.
Another goal of the vending program is to involve neighborhoods
in incorporating vending into their
revitalization plans. Nancy prepared a Powerpoint presentation
to explain the vending program to
community organizations and to
encourage them to participate in
establishing creative vending programs in their neighborhoods.
She presented her work to Samuel Williams, Manager of Special
Events and Vending at the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, who has expressed
interest in working with the CDLC
clinic to encourage community
participation in the vending program.
Candice Ellison and Brandi
Garcia worked on a project with
the National Community Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC) to investigate potential discrimination in the
housing insurance market in New
Orleans. Looking at census data
and other public records both preand post- Hurricane Katrina, they
attempted to determine whether
insurance companies in New OrTHE ADVOCATE

leans treated homeowners in some
parts of the city (inhabited primarily
by African-Americans) differently
from homeowners in other parts of
the city (inhabited primarily by
Whites). This ongoing project involved looking at the kinds of insurance policies offered, the terms of

Brandi Garcia
the policies (such as deductibles
and replacement value), payouts on
claims, and other data that might
indicate disparate treatment. The
NCRC is interested in the research
results to help it determine whether
to file impact litigation in New Orleans. In a separate project with
NCRC, Shane Mackey and Leigh
Snyder began an investigation of
certain practices by local realtors
that could have a potential discriminatory impact on immigrant populations.
Working with the Coalition for
Non Profit Housing and Economic
Development, Maria Mier, Audrey
Orteza and Adrianna VlacichCeppetelli conducted an extensive
review of legislative measures in
other states that seek to preserve
affordable housing. The research
will assist local housing advocates
in considering ways to address the
potential loss of affordable housing
units that are anticipated when current Section 8 contracts expire.
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Whistleblower Protection
at the Government Accountability Project
The Spring and Fall semesters
turned out to be very busy for the
GAP Whistleblower clinic student
attorneys. There was—and is—
much happening on the legislative,
litigation and international fronts.
Damon Adams, Kasey Dunton, LaTasha Riley and Ajene
Turnbull have assisted GAP Legal
Director, Tom Devine, ‘79, in his
continued efforts to shine light on
the mismanagement of whistleblower cases at the OSC. The students also assisted the GAP and
Metropolitan Washington Employment Lawyers Association’s efforts
in getting new D.C. whistleblower
legislation introduced during the
2007-08 legislative session.
Several students were given
the opportunity to work with GAP
colleagues and adjunct counsel on
litigation arising both locally and on
the national stage. Teresa Fulford, Meredith Gitangu and
Melissa Mathu all worked with adjunct counsel Jason Zuckerman
on several local cases—all in various stages of litigation. These students were often called upon to review hundreds of pages of discovery documents, interview clients
and to prepare issue memos in an-

ticipation of the filing of filing whistleblower complaints before such
agencies as the Department of
Labor and the Merit Systems Protection Board. Suzanne Sable

Low-Income Taxpayer
Clinic (LITC) Highlights

Teresa Fulford
and Denise Sanchez assisted the
GAP litigators with preparing a
U.S. District Court whistleblower
complaint for two former State Department contractors who raised
concerns regarding the safety of
United States citizens working
abroad. Scott Peary has been
flying solo this semester—working
exclusively with UDC law school
graduates Doug Hartnett and
Eda Elitok on whistleblower and
wrongful termination litigation for a
former District of Columbia Government Employee.

Two un-named students conduct important legal research!
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On the international front Kristen Acuna, Keisha Potter and
Harry Valcourt all gave their muchneeded and thoroughly detailed research and writing efforts to a GAP
investigative team tasked with looking into alleged prosecutorial abuse
of investor whistleblowers under the
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.
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The Low-Income Taxpayer
Clinic (LITC) saw a variety of taxpayers with an interesting array of
issues. The overwhelming majority
of taxpayers served at the clinic are
very low income yet have substantial tax debt, often involving multiple
tax years. Due to their low income
status and the growing penalties
and interest that accrue on outstanding tax debt, many taxpayers
are left unable to meet their basic
living expenses.
The student attorneys who participated in the Spring 2007 LITC
carried an average of five (5) cases
during the semester and included:
Jimmy Davis assisted an African father with special needs children who was experiencing hardship due to a tax levy. After guiding
the taxpayer through various forms
and required documentation, Jimmy
was able to have the levy lifted.
Jenna Karr handled a case
where the taxpayer had inherited
their parent's retirement savings.
This had substantial tax consequences, especially when combined with various years of nonfiling and under-withholding issues.
Jenna helped the taxpayer understand the issues and advised the
taxpayer of rights and responsibilities under the tax code.
Yesenia Polanco-Galdamez
was essential in outreach work performed by the LITC in the local
Spanish-speaking community. As a
native Spanish-speaker, Yesenia
assisted taxpayers in understanding the Individual Taxpayer IdentifiFALL 2008
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cation Number and helped her fellow student attorneys handle
Spanish-language phone inquiries,
and walk-in clients.
Craig Batchelor assisted a
young family with multiple tax is-

assisted the client in dealing with
some of the resulting tax issues.
Scott Peary helped a taxpayer, who had settled a large
dispute with the IRS through the
LITC in a prior semester, address
the separate and substantial state
tax issues that remained.

HIV/AIDS Clinic

Craig Batchelor
sues, including a wage garnishment. Craig was able to successfully collect and submit a multitude
of documents to the IRS in order to
have the wage garnishment
lifted. Craig also had a stolen
identity case with several active tax
years that including the filing of a
tax court petition and a request for
a Collection Due Process (CDP)
hearing.
Amanda Dunlap helped a client to find a bankruptcy attorney
when the client had both large tax
and consumer debt that was dischargeable in bankruptcy. She
also assisted an elderly client with
extensive tax issues dating back to
the mid-80s.
Charles Jeane assisted a taxpayer in filing an innocent spouse
claim. When the taxpayer's claim
was denied, Charles moved the
case to the next level: Appeals. Charles also anticipated
and prepared the case for litigation
in U.S. Tax Court.
Sarah Snik handled a case for
an immigrant taxpayer who had
won a legal settlement through the
UDC - DCSL Housing Clinic. Sarah
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Students, clients and faculty
of the HIV/AIDS clinic worked together to respond to a ruling by
the D.C. Court of Appeals that
non-parents had no standing to
seek custody of children in the
District of Columbia. Their efforts,
together with those of colleagues
at The Legal Aid Society of D.C.
and The Children’s Law Center,
led to enactment of the Safe and
Stable Homes for Children and
Youth Act of 2007.
Non-parents have long
stepped forward to care for children in the District of Columbia
whose parents were unable to do
so and to keep children out of the
foster care system. Indeed, for
more than a decade, the HIV/
AIDS clinic has supported families
who seek to make long-term custodial plans for children of HIV+
parents by representing those
parents or their relatives or friends
in transferring custody of the children. The Court of Appeals decision meant that non-parents –
grandmothers, aunts, uncles,
other relatives, and family friends
– were unable to gain the legal
authority often needed to consent
to medical care for a child, enroll a
child in school, or protect a child
from an unstable or unfit parent.
Thus, students took up the
charge immediately upon issuance of the Court of Appeals decision. On September 1, 2006, the
day after issuance of the opinion,
students Audrey Orteza and Michelle Moye successfully argued
in the Superior Court that the
Court of Appeals opinion allowed
THE ADVOCATE

for an award of temporary custody
under emergency circumstances.
Orteza and Moye subsequently returned to the courthouse a few
weeks later to argue on behalf of a
different caretaker, and again persuaded a trial judge that the emergency nature of the circumstances
and a careful reading of the Court
of Appeals opinion permitted an
award of custody to their client.
Students Sarah Tomkins and
Kathy Savoy assisted Professor
Matthew Fraidin in filing an amicus
brief on behalf of the clinic itself, as
well as the Consortium for Child
Welfare and the Family Ties Pro-

Michele Moye
ject, supporting reconsideration of
the Court’s opinion. Savoy also
assisted Adjunct Professor
Stephen Mercer, who submitted a
separate amicus brief on behalf of
an individual client.
Throughout the fall, as well as
the spring and summer of 2007,
students supervised by Fraidin,
Professor Joyce Batipps, and Adjunct Professor Donna Wulkan,
including Shanice Adams, Emmanuel Agbara, Joseph Carroll,
Robert Leone, Heather Molina,
Michelle Moye, Katherine Nonas,
Wayne Turner, Elnur Veliev and
John White continued to represent
grandparents and other third parties
seeking custody in Superior Court.
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Supervised by Professor Batipps,
student Turner represented a
mother whose illnesses rendered
her unable to provide care for her
children, and who fervently
wanted her relatives to gain legal
authority to do so. The children
are living happily with the guardians their mother chose for them
and are in safe and supportive
homes.
Students Melisha Souders,
Tom Cowperthwaite and John
White fervently assisted a client
with HIV/AIDS in preparation for
his Social Security disability hearing. The client’s disability claim
was denied twice and the hearing

Melisha Souders
was the only opportunity he had to
have his “day in court.” While he
prevailed at the hearing, the three
year ordeal from start to finish
took its toll on this very independent man, who had to live off of the
kindness of his friends to survive
over the years.
Professor Batipps made her annual presentations to the Family
Medical Counseling Service and
R.I.G.H.T., Inc., two non-profit organizations that provide services
to individuals with HIV/AIDS. She
shared information about Social
Security disability programs and
spoke of the various services that
the HIV/AIDS Legal Clinic pro42

vides, such as the drafting of advance directives and legal assistance with family matters. Professor Batipps was also a member of
the faculty for the D.C. Bar Pro
Bono Program on Social Security
disability programs. The Bar provides an annual training for area
attorneys who will volunteer their
services to indigent District of Columbia residents who are seeking
assistance with disability claims.
The clinic also took on representation of a client, Bessie Lee
Lewis, who is not HIV+, but whose
circumstances tragically illuminated the crisis caused by the
Court of Appeals opinion. Profiled
by Arthur Delaney, Jr., in the
Washington City Paper, Ms. Lewis
had cared for her 11 year old
great-grandson for all of his life.
Seeking financial support for the
first time, Ms. Lewis filed for custody of her great-grandson. Before the claim was heard, however, the child’s mother traveled
from her home in North Carolina to
Ms. Lewis’ home in the District of
Columbia, and forcibly removed
the child from the city. Because of
the Court of Appeals ruling, Ms.
Lewis was without a legal remedy
and could not seek a court order
directing that the child be returned
to his home. After the City Paper
story appeared, Professor Fraidin
was interviewed on WETA-FM to
discuss Ms. Lewis’ situation and
the broader impact of the Court of
Appeals decision.
One month later, on January
9, 2007, Councilmember Tommy
Wells introduced the Safe and
Stable Homes for Children and
Youth Act of 2007 as his first
piece of legislation as a member
of the Council. Wells’ Committee
on Human Services held a hearing
on the bill February 8, 2007.
Students Savoy, Tomkins,
and Orteza, as well as Molina,
worked closely with ten clinic clients who signed sworn statements
and testified at the hearing about
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Tom Cowperthwaite
the wide variety of circumstances
that had led them to become
“kinship caregivers” of a relative’s
child or children. The clients —
grandmothers, aunts and cousins
of children whose parents were unable to care for them — testified
movingly that they had been fortunate to have the opportunity to provide love and stability to the children, and urged the Council to enact legislation that would permit
others to do so in the future. Councilman Wells expressed gratitude to
the clinic’s clients for their testimony, deeply impressed by their
candid, forceful stories. Professor
Fraidin also underscored the need
for legislative action in written and
oral testimony to the Committee,
and Professor Joe Tulman of the
law school’s Juvenile and Special
Education Clinic submitted a letter
to the Committee.
The Council voted unanimously on June 21 in support of a
revised version of the bill, which
was signed by the Mayor on July 9.
According to Councilman Wells, “by
restoring legal standing to . . . caregivers in custody proceedings,
while protecting the rights of parents, this bill will enable more children to live in safe and stable
homes.” Councilmember
FALL 2008
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Phil Mendelson, Chair of the Committee on Public Safety and the Judiciary, commented, “We’ve struck
the appropriate balance between
protecting parents’ rights and recognizing the vital role that grandparents and other caregivers play
in the lives of our District youth.”
The Clinic is following up its
legislative efforts in a variety of
ways. Students continue to represent dozens of parents and kinship
caregivers whose families are affected by HIV/AIDS. The enactment of the Safe and Stable
Homes Act permits these parents
and caregivers to ensure that children of parents with HIV/AIDS will
continue to receive education,
health care, and the love and support of family members, even as
the parents fall ill or die. In addition, students Joseph Carroll and
Heather Molina completed lengthy
research papers on the subject of
third-party custodians’ rights. Professor Fraidin, who addressed a
February 12, 2007 symposium
sponsored by American University’s Washington College of Law,
“Unmarried With Children . . . ”, is
completing a law review article titled “Reasonable Efforts to Prevent
Placement of Children in Foster
Care.”

Emmanuel Nwazuo Agbara
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Juvenile Law Clinic
Argues Case in the
U.S. Court of Appeals

Juvenile Justice and
Special Education
Clinic Highlights

Professor Joseph Tulman
and Emmanuel Nwazuo Agbara, a former law student in
the Juvenile and Special Education Law Clinic, argued an
important case before the
United States Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit. The case sought to enforce an agreement by the
District of Columbia Public
Schools (DCPS) to provide
compensatory education under the Individuals with Disabilities Act to a D.C. student
with learning disabilities who
was subsequently incarcerated in a Maryland prison.
DCPS argued that it was relieved of responsibility due to
impossibility because the
Maryland prison refused access to the third party provider
designated to provide the services. In addition, DCPS argued that it was no longer responsible to provide the services because the student
was not a D.C. resident while
incarcerated in Maryland. A
District Court judge rejected
both arguments, ruling that
DCPS was bound by its
agreement to provide compensatory education to the
former student for a period of
approximately four years and
nine months following his incarceration (until the time he
reaches his twenty-second
birthday). The District Court
ruling would have entitled the
student to receive compensatory education services that
will provide opportunities for
successful re-integration into
the community through specialized instruction, counseling
(and other related services),
and transition services.

After completing a semester in
the Juvenile and Special Education Law Clinic, a UDC-DCSL student is prepared to practice in the
area of special education law. Our
primary objective is to obtain appropriate special education and
related services for young people
from indigent or low-income families in the District of Columbia. We
tend to focus much of our energy
working on behalf of young people
who are in trouble and are facing
incarceration in either the delinquency or the criminal system.
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Colleen Archer
Often, we are seeking and obtaining placements of these young
people in private schools that provide a much higher level of academic and emotional support than
they have received previously in
public schools.
During the spring and fall semesters of 2007, students working
with Professor Tulman in the Juvenile and Special Education Law
Clinic have maintained relatively
large caseloads. Each law student
has been responsible for pursuing
special education rights for be43
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tween four and eight children and
young adults. Colleen Archer,
who was in the clinic in the spring,
continued to work on behalf of a
client who is incarcerated in adult
prison. Alea Harmon joined forces
with Colleen for a contested hearing. At that hearing, Colleen and
Alea will attempt to establish that
both D.C. Public Schools and the
Federal Bureau of Prisons are responsible for ensuring that the
young man gets compensatory
education for the special education
and related services that he has
not received both before and during his incarceration. Devin Baer
prepared and filed – during the
spring semester -- a due process
hearing request for another client
who is incarcerated in an adult
prison, and Denise Greaves, during the fall semester, has represented the client in a hearing that
has spanned three days. Ms.
Greaves has prepared and presented a number of witnesses, including two expert witnesses. Emmanuel Agbara, working with Professor Tulman on behalf of yet another incarcerated client, filed a
brief in the D.C. Circuit at the beginning of May in an effort to uphold the federal district judge’s
grant of summary judgment in favor of our client who is seeking enforcement of a consent order for
private special education and related services at public expense.
Mr. Agbara argued the case in the
D.C. Circuit in September, and the
three-judge panel precipitously, in
October, overturned the trial
judge’s ruling. We anticipate filing
a petition for rehearing or rehearing
en banc.
Alyssa Patzoldt prepared preliminary injunction motions for two
other clients, and we anticipate filing these PI motions in the federal
District Court under a procedure in
the Blackman-Jones class action
case that will lead to hearings in
front of a special master. Adminis44

trators and other personnel from
D.C. Public Schools have failed to
comply with administrative orders
from hearing officers that granted
significant relief to our clients.
These preliminary injunction motions are aimed at enforcing these
previous administrative orders. A
client who is the subject of one of
the two PI motions has successfully completed his probationary
period under the Youth Rehabilitation Act, and we are therefore intending, in conjunction with the
client’s criminal defense attorney,
to pursue a “setting aside” of the
client’s criminal conviction. Absent special education advocacy
provided by clinic students for this

Beth Zarkin
client, he likely would not have
been sentenced under the Youth
Act and would not have been eligible for a clearing of his record.
Veronica Morales, a spring ’07
student in the clinic, also prepared
two Blackman-Jones preliminary
injunction motions that we will use
to enforce outstanding compensatory education orders for two
young adults who have been incarcerated.
On behalf of a teenage client
who is not in trouble with the law
but who has essentially dropped
out of school after many years of
receiving virtually no appropriate
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services, Alterik Wilburn and Beth
Zarkin obtained an order for an independent educational evaluation
(IEE) for a functional behavioral assessment (FBA) and a draft behavior intervention plan (BIP). The
hearing officer ordered payment for
special education experts from the
graduate program at the University
of Maryland’s Special Education
Department to conduct the FBA
and to prepare the draft BIP. We
believe that this is the first time that
anyone has used the provision in
the law regarding independent
evaluations to obtain an independent FBA and BIP. In light of recent
Supreme Court case law rejecting,
under the court’s interpretation of
the special education statute, the
shifting of expert costs for parents
who prevail in special education
hearings, the UDC-DCSL Clinic’s
use of the independent evaluation
provision to obtain an independent
FBA and BIP could be a significant
innovation. Alterik Wilburn, in work
that completed the efforts of numerous students over a period of at
least three years in five cases, also
prevailed in a consolidated administrative hearing through the Petties
class action in obtaining orders for
payments for an expert evaluator.

Legislation
Clinic Highlights
During the Spring 2007 semester, the students in UDC-DCSL's
Legislation Clinic worked with offices of the members of the D.C.
Council on a variety of important
legislative projects. Yancey Burns
worked with the office of Councilmember Jack Evans, Chair of the
Committee on Finance and Revenue, on an array of legislative initiatives, including drafting an
“Omnibus Domestic Partner Real
Property Amendment Act” to include domestic partners in statutory
standards regarding property ownership status; writing a “Senior
FALL 2008
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Driver Retesting Amendment” bill to
repeal certain mandatory license
retesting requirements on drivers
aged 75 and over; researching provisions of D.C. law that, in effect,
levy a 10% tax on vehicle rental
transactions and identifying exemptions to such taxes for car-sharing
companies in other jurisdictions;
researching, based on experience
in other jurisdictions, options for limiting “formula businesses” (uniformly operated chain
stores and restaurants) in historic
areas in the District; reviewing D.C.
regulations applicable to parking
garages to determine if they address occupancy levels in such garages; and reviewing procedures
used in neighboring jurisdictions to
determine the placement of dog
parks.

Robert Johnson
Jamie Carroll was assigned to
work with the Office of the Budget
Director of the D.C. Council, Mr.
Eric Goulet. She worked on emergency and temporary legislation on
a “Schools Modernization Funds
Submissions Requirements Waiver”
to permit expedited access to funds
for capital improvements to the D.C.
Public Schools. She also helped to
draft and facilitate Council adoption
of a series of resolutions disapproving contracts that had been submitVOL. 13, NO. 1

ted by construction contractors
without adequate documentation
of work to be done and amounts
to be expended. In addition, she
prepared a draft of a bill for establishing a Debt Per-Capita Repayment fund, and drafted a
“Safe Haven Act” bill for establishing protection from civil and
criminal sanctions for people
who relinquish unwanted newborns in certain circumstances.
Robert Johnson worked
with Councilmember Mary
Cheh’s office. Among other accomplishments, he developed a
draft of a “Trans Free DC” bill to
prohibit the use of trans fats in
restaurants and other food service establishments and “talking
points” in support of it; produced
a proposal for requiring a vote of
residents prior to denominating
an area as an “historic district;”
researched “appropriations riders” Congress has used to place
restrictions on the District (some
75 since the 1970s); developed
a proposal for a commission to
study and make recommendations regarding congressional
use of such riders; and developed a draft “Fresh and Clean
Air” bill to prohibit extended
idling of large motor vehicles.
Two Clinic students – Samuel Kanupp, working for the office of Councilmember Phil
Mendelson, Chair of the Committee on Public Safety and the
Judiciary; and Phillip Sherman,
working with the office of Councilmember Tommy Wells and
the Committee on Human Services – did extensive work on
the Safe and Stable Homes for
Children and Youth Amendment
Act of 2007, which enables certain persons other than parents
to seek custody of a child in the
child’s best interest. Each of the
two students did considerable
research on and analysis of the
legislation, the wording of particular provisions in it, and proTHE ADVOCATE

posals of alternative language,
and relevant case law; and each
of them helped to draft portions of
the committee reports on the legislation for the particular Council
committee with which he was
working. Sam developed research
memoranda providing an overview
of the origins of, and the legal
framework surrounding, the legis-

Melissa Millar
lation, and examining standards
under analogous laws in other jurisdictions. The Council enacted
the legislation (Law No. L17-0021)
on an emergency basis and later
made it permanent. In addition,
Sam worked on several other issues, including limiting immunity
for arbitrators and arbitrationproviding institutions, analyzing
laws and court decisions in other
jurisdictions that bar the enforcement of mandatory arbitration
clauses in insurance contracts,
and a proposal to establish a program for providing free tuition to
UDC for top D.C. Public Schools
graduates who agree to teach in
the public schools for a specified
period upon graduation. Phillip’s
work on projects other than the
Safe and Stable Homes legislation
included producing memoranda
examining alternatives to adjudication of delinquency under D.C. social service statutes, identifying
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the service mission of the D.C.
Department of Disability Services,
and the legal standards (including
Freedom of Information Act requirements) applicable to official
blogs of a Councilmember.
Melissa Millar, assigned to
the office of Councilmember
David Catania, Chair of the Committee on Health, was instrumental in generating and drafting a
proposed “Ensuring Access to
Contraception” bill to prohibit
pharmacists and health care professionals and providers from refusing to administer or dispense
contraception and contraceptive
supplies and services. She did indepth research on “conscience
clauses” under various state laws,
and on court cases considering
them and the rights at stake under
them, and produced a detailed
analytic memo describing the rationale for Ensuring Access to
Contraception legislation. Ultimately, she drafted two alternative
versions of such a bill for consideration by Councilmember Catania. In addition, Melissa produced
research memoranda on several
other medical-related topics, including draft provisions for establishing a code of ethics for pharmaceutical offices, the cabinet or
non-cabinet status of State Medicaid Directors in various jurisdictions, the application of the terms
“adverse events” and “primary
health record” under the Medical
Malpractice Amendment Act of
2006, and the constitutionality of
state law restrictions on pharmaceutical companies’ use or sale of
patient-identifiable data.
Andre Robertson worked
with the office of Councilmember
Kwame Brown, Chair of the
Committee on Economic Development, where he was asked to
work on legislation addressing the
problem of low wages paid to security officers working at private
commercial buildings. He researched this problem, developed
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a rationale for corrective legislation, and produced several drafts
of such bills. An “Enhanced Professional Security Amendment”
bill (B17-0199) was introduced in
the Council on May 2, 2007. Andre also did research and provided information on a variety of
other issues, including the D.C.
Main Streets program (a program of reStore D.C. in the Department of Small and Local
Business Development to provide grants to designated Main
Street organizations for comprehensive business revitalization
activities), water taxi legislation,
and a conflict between Historic
Preservation standards and disability accessibility needs.
Kimberly Strickland was
assigned to the office of Councilmember Marion Barry, where
she researched ex-offender nondiscrimination laws passed in
other jurisdictions, surveyed
school board legislation and operations in various states, and
examined the economic effects
of state smoking bans. In addition, she drafted legislative pro-

posals regarding reporting of and
restrictions on the investment of
District funds in entities making
loans or doing business with the
Government of Sudan, and bills
providing District government employees paid leave for voting in
elections, and amending the Tenants Opportunity to Purchase Act
to clarify and strengthen tenants’
rights in conversions of rental
housing property to cooperatives.
In addition to the listed activities, most students in the Clinic
wrote many ceremonial resolutions and drafted many sections
of committee reports. In consulting the Council offices at the end
of the semester, Professor Bob
Burgdorf reported very positive
feedback from the Council offices
on the performance of the spring
semester Clinic students. “They
generally used such terms as
‘extremely pleased,’ ‘wonderful,’
and ‘very impressive’ to describe
our students’ work,” he said.
“They have contributed significantly to lawmaking in the District.”

Ariel Shea and Kimberly Strickland
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2008 Dean’s Fellows

Honoring Academic Excellence!

E

ach year, the UDC
David A. Clarke School
of Law first-year students with excellent grades are
designated Dean’s Fellows,
feted at a luncheon at the
Dean’s home, and regaled with
war stories by the School of
Law’s civil rights superstars,
Joe Rauh Professor of Public
Interest Law, Wade Henderson, and Professor William
Robinson. The Dean’s Fellows are provided with major
merit scholarship support.

At left, from top left: Michael
Hollingsworth, Gustavo Gonzalez, Michael Piccinelli, Prof. Bill Robinson,
Nicholas Clark, Dean Hinton and Billy
Kennedy. Next row down; Travis Van
Hook, Brandon Atwater, Francis Melli,
Yesenia Rivera, Dean Shelley Broderick,
Katherine Tackett, Katy Blackwell, and
Danielle Grabiel. Third row from top:
Malik Dixon, Jenifer Stach, Lin Pang,
Jenny Struble, Gilda Carbonaro and
Megan Vahey. Third row from bottom:
Jessenia Maldonado, Joy Aceves-Amayo
and Robert Maxwell. Second to bottom
row: Lindsay Connolly, Jessica Gray and
Rosemary Larry. At bottom, Megan
Stockhausen, Arley Kemmerer, Dana
Walters and Meredith Kinner.
Not pictured: Sasha Grandison, Matthew
Hill, Ashley Hughes, Elizabeth Lavin,
Justin McLeod, Jerica Morris-Frazier,
Kimberly Pulick, Sarah Rozensky, Laurie
Smith, and Florence Weniger.

Wade Henderson
& Katherine Tackett
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Professor William Robinson and the 2008 Dean’s Fellows
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Dean Hinton and
Brandon Atwater
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Scholarship Recipients
Beech Street Scholarship
The Beech Street Scholarship is
awarded annually to a Washington, D.C. resident who demonstrates academic rigor and a desire to pursue public interest law.
Nichole Mailman, ‘09,
graduated cum laude
from Smith College in
2001, majoring in Anthropology. There, as a
Student Research in
Departments (STRIDE)
scholar, she conducted
academic research
with Anthropology and
Philosophy professors
and studied in Zimbabwe and the School for Oriental
and African Studies in London. After college, while working for the
Empowerment of Women Research
Program, she contributed to research studies on gender equity,
reproductive and sexual health and
women’s empowerment in Bangladesh and Vietnam. She analyzed
data on early marriage, early childbearing and violence against
women in Bangladesh. She assisted with creating relevant policy
and program recommendations and
co-authored a report, Violence
against Women in Marriage in
Bangladesh.
Later, she worked with Refugees International, and traveled to
interview internally-displaced people in Kosovo and Burmese refugees in Bangladesh and India. She
advocated with United Nations (UN)
agencies, donors, missions and
other humanitarian agencies and
asked for better protection and increased assistance. Most significantly, she investigated the severe
lead poisoning affecting the development of Roma (or “Gypsy”) children, who lived in UN camps. She
increased awareness of the issue,
and her efforts ultimately resulted in
a U.S. Center for Disease Control
48

team traveling to Kosovo and Congressman Tom Lantos writing on this
issue to the UN Special Representative of the Secretary General and
U.S. Ambassador to the UN, John
Bolton. Today, the Roma from the
poisoned camps have been moved
to a safer location and are
receiving medical treatment.
Nichole is currently an
Associate Editor of the
Law Review and will be
Managing Editor of Law
Review next academic
year. She has continued
to pursue her interest in
international issues by volunteering with the Immigrant and Refugees Rights
Division of the Washington Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs. Last summer, she
worked as a summer intern at the
Headquarters Immigration Court of
the Executive Office of Immigration
Review. She is interning at the Arlington Immigration Court during the
summer of 2008, as part of the Department of Justice’s competitive
Summer Law Intern Program.
Bristol Cone Activist
Scholarships
The Bristol Cone Activist
Scholarship is awarded annually
to students who have outstanding
records in public service and
activism.
Jenny Fein, ‘09, received her B.A.
from Ithaca College in New York, in
2005. While an undergraduate, she
worked for the Fund for Public Interest Research and traveled to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania to lobby state
senators and representatives on the
Growing Greener II Initiative. The
proposal, which increased conservation funding within the state, passed
and was placed on the ballot. In her
first year at UDC-DCSL, Jenny
worked with the American Civil LibTHE ADVOCATE

erties Union-National Capital Area,
where she researched and drafted
memoranda on Constitutional religious freedom and police surveillance. She also became an Equal
Justice Works member and assisted in preparing for the highly
successful auction, which raised
more funds for public interest fellowships than any previous year.
This past summer, she interned
with Catholic Charities’ Immigration
Legal Clinic, helping clients with
various matters, including naturalization, lawful permanent residency
and asylum. She became an Associate Editor of the Law Review, a
well-liked Torts I Teaching Assistant, and an Equal Justice Works
Board Member. She also interned
in the Appeals Division of the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, drafting opinions on federal
employee discrimination cases.
Wayne Turner, ‘08, received his
B.A. in Interdisciplinary Literature/
Theater from Reed College in 1986.
Shortly after graduation, he lost a
dear friend to AIDS. When the
AIDS epidemic became a malignant
national scourge, Wayne reacted.
A long time D.C. resident and cofounder of the Washington, D.C.
chapter of the AIDS protest group
“ACT UP” (AIDS Coalition to
Unleash Power), Wayne has been
arrested six times in non-violent
civil disobedience for protesting
government inaction on AIDS. He
and his partner, Steve Michael,
were among nine people arrested
at the White House when President
Clinton signed the Defense of Marriage Act in 1996. After Steve died
from AIDS in 1998, Wayne organized an historic political funeral in
downtown Washington, per Steve’s
last request, and held an open casket funeral service on Pennsylvania
Avenue in front of the White House.
Wayne went on to lead the
successful citizens’ ballot initiative
59 campaign to protect seriously ill
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patients who use marijuana.
When congress barred the District
from counting the votes, the
American Civil Liberties Union of
the National Capital Area (ACLUNCA) filed a lawsuit and won the
release of the election ballots, revealing that the measure had
passed by 69%, winning in all
eight D.C. wards, and every voter
precinct. Wayne has continued
the effort to ensure that people
with HIV and AIDS have access to
quality health services. His article
documenting fraud and funding
abuses in federal AIDS programs,
entitled “AIDS Inc.”, was published as the cover story of the
Washington Monthly Magazine in
April 2000. He also drafted and
lobbied for proposals requiring
random audits of AIDS service
organization and addressing conflicts of interest in the allocation of
federal funds, which Congress
added to the reauthorization of the
Ryan White CARE Act reauthorization of 2000. At UDC-DCSL,
Wayne has been active in OUTlaw, the association of Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
law students and their allies, and
was Symposium Editor for Law
Review. He has also served as a
legal intern at the D.C .Council’s
Committee on Health, where he
prepared materials for the Committee’s oversight hearing on the
District troubled HIV/AIDS Administration. Wayne has accepted a
position with D.C. Appleseed, will
be sitting for the D.C. Bar and will
continue to work on civil rights
and health care quality and access issues.
Cafritz Advocate for
Justice Scholarship
The Cafritz Advocate for Justice Scholarship is awarded to
an entering student based on
academic merit and proven
commitment to justice.
VOL. 13, NO. 1

Danielle Grabiel, ‘10, is the first recipient of UDC-DCSL’s Advocate for
Justice Scholarship. A 2000 graduate of UCLA with a B.A. in Environmental Studies, Danielle obtained her
M.A. in Environmental Science from
the UC Santa Barbara in 2003.
While still an undergraduate, Danielle
was involved in a campaign to improve labeling of toxic materials in
consumer products. She obtained a
meeting with her Congressman,
which resulted in him championing
the issue in Congress. In graduate
school, Danielle was selected to intern with the United States Environmental Protection Agency
Program in Nairobi, Kenya.
She drafted a
training manual
of best practices
and success
stories to improve compliance with and
enforcement of
international environmental treaties.
The manual has since been
amended, translated and used at a
series of meetings in Africa, Asia,
South America, and West Asia.
Danielle was deeply affected by
the choking air pollution, devastating
poverty, disease and failures of international policies and national corporate governance she witnessed in
Kenya. After graduate school, she
accepted a Research Assistant position with the Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA). She was ultimately appointed Managing Director/
Campaigner of EIA’s U.S. Office,
where she led initiatives that helped
increase protection of wildlife, communities, and the global environment
through a combination of corporate
campaigning and strategic media
outreach. She researched and coauthored a report on the scientific
and political links between ozone
layer depletion and climate change
that was used as the basis for the
THE ADVOCATE

development and communication of
policy messages that played a key
role in raising awareness with the
public and decision makers about
the climate benefits of actions taken
under the ozone layer treaty. She
wrote and delivered speeches at
UN meetings and served as the
lead EIA representative at meetings
with expert ozone layer and climate
stakeholders. As effective as her
advocacy has been thus far, Danielle decided that a law degree will
take her to another level in working
for Environmental Justice.
Freeman Scholarship
Gary S. Freeman, an Antioch
Law graduate, tirelessly gave
his time to preserve our legal
system.
Ariel Shea, '08, received her
B.A. in Interdisciplinary Social
Science: Urban Policy, summa
cum laude, from SUNY Buffalo. Following college, she traveled around the country and then
worked for a year at OMB Watch, a
small non-profit in Washington, DC,
that focuses on federal regulatory
policy, freedom of information and
non-profit advocacy. Her work at
OMB Watch sparked an interest in
the use of technology to build nonprofit institutional capacity. Ariel
then worked for several years as a
technology and information management consultant, with her largest client being the D.C. School of
Law Foundation. She was also active in organizing anti-war and antiracism demonstrations in the District.
Her work for DCSL, combined
with her interests in social institutions and social justice, led her to
become a law student. As a student, she worked in the Housing
and Consumer Law Clinic, the HIV/
AIDS Legal Clinic, and as an intern
to the Honorable Inez Smith Reid of
the District of Columbia Court of
Appeals. She was a member of the
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Student Bar Association, National
Lawyers' Guild, Equal Justice
Works, and the Drug Policy Reform
Group of UDC. She was named a
Dean's Fellow, Ruth Bader Ginsburg Scholar, and an Associate
Editor of the UDC Law Review. She continued to consult for
the School throughout her time as a
student, maintaining the website,
building databases, performing accounting, and generally serving as
a “Jill-of-all-trades” for staff and students. Ariel currently works as an
electronic services librarian at
UDC-DCSL and will sit for the MD
bar this summer.

tional inequities in low-income
communities. He will use his legal
education to empower and educate individuals, particularly young
people
about their
legal rights
to fight the
inequities
that plague
their communities.

Dana Walters, ‘10,
Keri Nash
graduated
with honors
in Sociology and Urban Studies
Julius Hobson, Sr. Civil
from Colorado College. She has
worked as a community organizer
Rights Scholarships
in Chicago, New York, and Washington, D.C., and has focused her
Julius Hobson, Sr. was a civil
professional career on efforts to
rights activist in Washington,
reform the juvenile justice sysD.C., for some two decades. He
tem.
advocated for StateFrom 2001 to 2004,
hood for the District
she worked at the Cenof Columbia, educater for Community Altertion reform, housing,
natives in New York
healthcare access,
City, advocating for juand employment for
venile felony offenders
D.C. residents. The
in an Alternative-toHobson Scholarship
Incarceration program.
is awarded annually
She successfully arto students who
gued before judges in
share a passion for
all five boroughs for the
community advorelease of eligible youth
cacy.
into a community-based
supervision and treatNicholas Clark, ‘10, a
Dana Walters
ment program. From 2004 to
Dean’s Fellow, attended
2007, she worked in Washington
the University of Iowa, majoring in
as an outreach coordinator with
Studio Art, and Theatre Arts (with
the Justice 4 D.C. Youth program,
honors in Theatre Arts). He rea coalition of D.C. youth, organiceived the Julius Hobson and an
zations, and parents working for a
AmeriCorps Grant for his advocacy
fair and effective juvenile justice
for education equality, the poor,
system in the District. At UDCand peace activism for the Iraq
DCSL, Dana is a Dean’s Fellow,
War. These experiences ultimately
works as a law intern at the D.C.
led him to UDC-DCSL and the purOffice of Police Complaints, and
suit of becoming a community adhas an Equal Justice Works Felvocate. Nicholas has come to aplowship this summer at the Office
preciate the complexity of issues
of General Counsel within the Deaffecting urban youth and schools,
partment of Youth Rehabilitation
in particularly nutritional and educaServices.
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Hossfeld Scholarship
Raymond F. Hossfeld was Chief
Civilian Counsel for patents at
the U.S. Patent Office and an
education advocate. This scholarship is awarded annually to a
Washington D.C. resident who
plans to pursue a career in public interest law.
Keri Nash, ‘09, graduated from
New York University in 2001, with a
B.A. in Politics. Keri is a very active
member of the UDC-DSCL community and greater Washington, D.C.
This spring, she devoted over 500
hours to the UDC-DCSL Housing
Clinic where she represented clients at the Office of Administration
Hearings in cases involving housing
code violations and illegal rent increases. Keri serves as an Associate Editor for the Law Review and
is a Dean’s Fellow. This summer,
Keri is interning at the Public Defender Service of the District of Columbia Division, where she will advocate for persons at risk for parole
revocation. During the 2008-2009
academic year, Keri will serve as
the Publication Editor for Law Review as well as Chair of Academic
Support for the Black Student Law
Association. Keri has served as
Executive Assistant for Congressman Brad Carson, Intern for United
Nations America Children’s Fund,
and intern for Superior Court,
Judge Russell Canon, ‘76, an Antioch School of Law graduate. Keri
is interested in making policy, especially with regard to tenant’s rights,
public education, health care, and
other issues crucial to the working
class and poor. Keri experienced
first hand the influence corporations
and the wealthy have on the policymaking process through her work at
a lobbying firm. She wants to use
her law degree to help people
“normally marginalized by moneyed
interests.”
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Niblack Scholarships

Jason Hart, ‘08,
Joseph Fay, ‘09, gradugraduated from Berea
ated from Rollins College in
David C. Niblack, the former
College in 2004, the
2004, with a political sciClinic Director of the Antioch
first interracial college
ence degree. For his comSchool of Law and professor of
in the South. He
munity service project, he
Trial Advocacy at UDC-DCSL,
wrote his senior thesis
served as a Judge at the
spent his career advocating for
entitled, “The Effect of
Time Dollar Youth Court.
the protection of the rights of the the Views of ConstituHe developed an extraordipoor. The Niblack scholarship is tional Law Professors
nary rapport with the jurors,
awarded to third-year law stuon Federal Circuit
respondents and their famidents who demonstrate a comJason Hart
Court Judges: An Exploralies. Joe imparted a sense of
mitment to a career in criminal
tory Study.” After temporarily
fairness and genuine concern for the reand/or public defense.
assisting the Minister of Comspondents that came before him. He
merce at the Embassy
encouraged jury members to choose
Teresa Fulford, ‘08,
of the Republic of Koprograms for the respondents that would
graduated from Calirea,
Jason
came
to
benefit them, helping them to change
fornia State UniverUDC-DCSL,
where
he
their behavior and to approach problems
sity, Hayward, with a
interned
for
Kwame
R.
constructively in the future. Joe is pasBachelor’s degree in
Brown,
Councilmember
sionate about the mission of the Time
Political Science/PreAt-Large and then
Dollar Youth Court, particularly because
Law in 2003. Her
served as an Advocate
it has proven to curb peer pressure and
aspirations to pursue
Judge at the Time Doldivert youth from further involvement in
a career in criminal
lar
Youth
Court
for
sevthe juvenile justice system. He contindefense began after
eral
semesters.
Jason
ued to volunteer at the Time Dollar
two profound experiTeresa Fulford
also
interned
for
the
Youth Court far beyond his 40-hour volences: (1) after readGeneral Litigation Section of the unteer obligation. In addition, he played
ing a San Francisco Chronicle
District of Columbia Office of
a pivotal part in mobilizing families, junewspaper article discussing the
the Attorney General and
rors and community leaders in an effort
exoneration of an inmate, who
clerked
in
the
Appeals
Section
to preserve funding for the Youth Court
served over twenty years in prison,
of
the
Kentucky
Dept.
of
Public
for years to come.
following a DNA test; and (2) internAdvocacy.
He
successfully
ing at the California Appellate Procompleted the School of Law’s
Maria Mier, ‘08, received her underject in the summer of 2006, where
Housing and Consumer and
graduate degree from the University of
she interviewed death row inmates
Community Development ClinVirginia, where she majored in Governat San Quentin State Prison. Durics
and
was
Notes
Editor
for
ment and Foreign Affairs. Maria reing these interviews, Teresa could
Law
Review.
After
law
school,
ceived the Joseph L. Rauh Jr., Scholarnot help but wonder if these death
Jason
plans
to
become
a
public
ship for her outstanding work in the
row inmates had been provided a
defender.
Community Development Clinic. She
quality defense. These experidevoted over 300 hours advocating for
ences reaffirmed her desire to purthe protection of affordable housing for
sue criminal defense work, particuRauh Scholarships
District residents. She led a Tenant Purlarly at the trial level. She has inchase Project where she assisted over
terned with the Public Defender
Joseph L. Rauh was a civil
seventy low-income families in protectService for D. C., in the Parole Divi- rights attorney and political
ing their housing. She is currently seeksion, and with Judge Robert Rigsby activist who wholeheartedly
ing funding for a project that will employ
at the D.C. Superior Court.
believed in hands on legal
both lawyers and community organizers
Through her legal experiences,
education. The Rauh Scholdedicated to combating the housing criTeresa has recognized that there is arships are awarded annually
sis in the District of Columbia. Maria,
an undeniable need for quality repto the second year law stuPresident of the School of Law’s Naresentation of criminal defendants
dent who completes the best
tional Lawyer’s Guild and an Associate
and she intends to work diligently to community service project in
Editor of Law Review, also received the
fill this void. In addition, Teresa
his/her first year and to the
Olender Foundation Earl H. Davis
was recently accepted into the Litithird year law student who is
Award, and was a Dean’s Fellow. Maria
gation and Dispute Resolution
the top performer in his/her
plans to start a housing law practice with
LL.M. Program at G. W. University.
second-year clinic.
alumna Alysia Robben, '07.
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2008 Honors Convocation

School of Law News and Events

P

rof. William Robinson
served as Master of Ceremonies for the 2008 Honors Convocation. Welcomes
were made by Robinson and by
UDC Board Chair James Dyke.
Prof. Will McLain introduced the
Hon. Arthur L. Hunter, Jr. of
New Orleans, Convocation
Speaker. Memorable impromptu
remarks were provided by Student Bar Assn. President Alejandro Soto-Vigil and additional
inspiring comments were made
by class speaker, Robert Johnson. Outstanding faculty
awards went to Professors Ed
Allen and Tom Mack. Prof.
Laurie Morin introduced Advocate for Justice Award recipient
John Terzano, ‘99. Dean Shelley Broderick introduced Equal
Justice Award winner Paula
Scott.

At top, from left: Alejandro Soto-Vigil; Hon. Arthur L. Hunter, Jr.. Row 2, from left: Profs. William Robinson and Will McLain; UDC Board Chair Jim Dyke. Row 3: Will Burns with Prof. Ed Allen; Yesenia
Polanco-Galdamez with Prof. Tom Mack; and Robert Johnson. Above, Profs. Kelly, Alphran, Batipps,
Tulman, Fraidin, Brown and Mack applaud the Class of 2008. At right, Prof. Joyce Batipps.
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2008 Honors Convocation

At top, from left, Dean’s Cup winners: Alyssa Patzoldt, Morgan
Whitlock, Adrianna Vlacich-Ceppetelli, Wayne Turner, Dean
Broderick, Eliza Bangit, Shanice Adams, Alejandro Soto-Vigil
and Ariel Shea. Above, from left: Maria Mier honors Anne El
Shazli, Paula Scott with Dean Broderick, and Prof. Laurie
Morin with John Terzano, ‘99. At left, Alejandro with wife;
Terry Morris and a rightly proud Donald Pritchett, who struggled mightily to produce the Convocation program on time!
Below from left: Maria Mier, Melissa Millar, Veronica
Morales and Alyssa Patzoldt; Yesenia Polanco-Galdamez and
Ben Kull, ‘06, attempting to warn an unheeding photographer
about privacy law during one of many après-Convocation parties; Anthony DiMillo, Karen Szulgit and John Hopkins;
DiMillo, Amanda Dunlap and Kasey Dunton.
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School of Law News and Events

2008 Mentor Program

E

ach year the School of Law
invites experienced attorneys from a wide variety of
law-related disciplines to come to
UDC to meet first-year law students
and “talk shop.” Alumni, friends of
the School of Law and members of
the School of Law Foundation

Board are matched with first-year
students who are interested in their
particular area of practice. After
meeting at the annual reception, the
pairs make plans to meet again, either for a meal, at a professional activity, or in another venue conducive
to conversation.

In 2008 we had a particularly
terrific turnout of members of the
School of Law Foundation Board
including Chair Mike Rauh, Andy
Marks of Crowell and Moring, labor
lawyers Chip Yablonski and Dan
Edelman, and Jon Bouker of
Arent Fox.

At left: D.C. Administrative Law Judge Melissa
Klemens and William Hinton. At right: Dean
Broderick with mentor Andy Marks and his
charge Danielle Grabielle. Below left: four
students with Chip Yablonski. Below right: a
student with Jon Bouker. Second row from
bottom left: Judge Klemens with Jerica MorrisFrazier, Mike Rauh, in foreground with student Billy Kennedy, and Dan Edelman, in
background with Francis Melli. At bottom:
Chip Yablonski with Yi Shen, mentor Stephanie Bullard Ferguson, ‘85, and Bibi Salaam,

54

THE ADVOCATE

FALL 2008

School of Law News and Events

The 2008 Katrina Law course students , above, and the very first Katrina “Going Away Party” in 2007 below!
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Office of Career Services and Placement Notes
Class of 2007 Job Notes

Mentor Program
The UDC Law School endeavors to match all interested first-year law students with practicing attorneys and law graduates
who are interested in providing the students with
general guidance on entering the legal profession.
Attorneys from a wide variety of practices - private,
public interest, government
and judicial - are recruited
to help provide students
with ongoing guidance to
think and learn about such
topics as how to succeed in
law school, how to explore
different career paths
through internships and
jobs, and the all important
topic of "networking." Mentors are encouraged to
bring the student with them
to court, to professional bar
association meetings, and
to office functions as appropriate, so that the student can get a "real life"
glimpse of law practice.
Last spring, we matched
nearly 40 students with attorney mentors, including
many UDC alumni. They
met during an evening reception to begin their professional relationship. Attorneys and students alike
agreed that it was a lively,
enjoyable event and they
look forward to continue
meeting as matched.
Mock Interviews
Another outstanding event
was the "Mock Interview"
program, organized by the
Young Lawyer's Section of
the Bar Association of the
District of Columbia. Fifteen law students attended

OCS Director, Dena Bauman

the program, hosted by the law
firm of Sutherland Asbill &
Brennan. Dominic Vorv, ‘99,
president of the YLS, greeted
the students and introduced a
panel of lawyers, members of
the BADC, who spoke about
how to write resumes and cover
letters, and how to interview.
Then, each student was paired
with a volunteer attorney for a
one-on-one "mock interview,
which lasted about 30 minutes.
Following the interviews, students and attorneys regrouped
for a reception provided by the
law firm - along with excellent
views of White House motorcades passing on Pennsylvania
Avenue on their way to Capitol
Hill for the President's State of
the Union Address.
In addition to the Bar Association of the District of Columbia,
the Greater Washington Area
Chapter Women Lawyers Division of the National Bar Association has been a valuable resource to the law students.
Dena Bauman, the career service director, was invited to
meet with their student outreach committee to talk about
various programs GWAC could
consider hosting.

A year after graduation, a record
number of UDC-DCSL graduates are working in public sector jobs. 56% are working in
public interest, government or clerking positions. Another 4.5% are in post-graduate
studies or working in academia. These public sector grads include a record number,
13.6%, who are clerking for judges at the
D.C. Superior Court.
The D.C. Superior Court clerks include
Amanda Billyard withJudge Rafael Diaz,
‘77; Nilo Cuervo, with Judge Judith
Macaluso; Angela Oh, with Judge Jose Lopez; Meredith Salaydyga, with Chief Judge
Rufus King; Oveta Walker, with Magistrate
Judge Karen Howze; and Jeannine Winch,
with Magistrate Judges Mary Grace Rook
and Janet E. Albert.
At the D.C. Council, Justin Constantino is working with the Council’s Budget
Director.
Many graduates are beginning their careers in direct legal services. In Washington,
Erin McFarland, who served as President
of the Student Bar Association, is a staff attorney at the Neighborhood Legal Services
Program in Washington DC. Erin is a Covington & Burling Westwood Fellow, following
in the footsteps of Class of 2006 Westwood
fellow Nakkia Waggoner. In Baltimore,
Chris Leone and Kathy Savoy are
staff attorneys at HERO, which provides social and legal services to people infected
with or affected by HIV/AIDS. In New York
City, Kent Mackzum took a staff attorney
position with Mental Hygiene Legal Services. In San Francisco, Athena McMahon
has joined the Mental Health Advocacy Project-Poverty Prevention Unit. Scott
Trowbridge recently landed a position with
the American Bar Association’s Center on
Children and the Law in Washington, D.C.
Class of 2007 graduates swept up fellowships. Lynne Yasui won a fellowship
thru the Asian Pacific American Institute for
Congressional Studies, and is working on
Capitol Hill. Pamela Dieguez is a Presidential Management Fellow at the US Department of Homeland Security. The Presidential Management Fellow program is a national competition for recent graduates inter(Continued on page 59)
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UNIVERSITY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
DAVID A. CLARKE SCHOOL OF LAW
Dena R. Bauman, Director · Office of Career Services
4200 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Building 38, Room 237
Washington, D.C. 20008
Recruiting Organization Information
(Employers: Please fill out and mail in this form.)
EMPLOYER________________________________________________________________________________
NAME OF RECRUITING ORG., IF DIFFERENT: ________________________________________________
CONTACT PERSON ________________________________________ TITLE _________________________
ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE

_______________________________

FAX _________________________________________

EMAIL

________________________________________________________________________________

SITE

________________________________________________________________________________

OFFICES FOR WHICH YOU ARE RECRUITING ________________________________________________
Request for Campus Interview Information
Interview dates requested:

1st choice: ________ 2nd choice: ______ 3rd choice: _____

Classes you will interview:

1L_______ 2L ______3L _____

Begin interviews at (time):

_____________________ End by: ___________________

Number of rooms required:

_____________________ Number of interviewing days: _________________

Number of interviewers: ________

(If alumni, please indicate class year/s) _________________________

Interviewers will work (circle one):

alone

Length of interviews: (circle one)

20 minutes

Students should bring:

Transcript

Resumé

teams

Number of interviewers per room: ___________
30 minutes

References

Other (specify): ________________
Other: ________________________

If you would like OCS to prescreen the documents please indicate what should be provided in addition to a
resumé: Undergraduate Transcript / Writing Sample / Law School Transcript / Cover Letter
Other: _______________________________________________________________________________
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(UDC David A. Clarke School of Law Recruiting Form—Page Two)
Dates should be coordinated with the following schools (if any): ___________________________________
If you do not plan to interview at our school but wish to receive resumés:
Resumés should be sent by the following date: ________________________
You will accept resumés from: 1L 2L 3L (specify): ______________
Resumés should be sent individually by students: Yes / No
Resumés should be sent as a group by the office of career services: Yes / No
You also require: Writing Sample;

Other: ____________________
Hiring information:

(Please indicate specifically any criteria you consider in hiring our students)
Law Journal
Moot Court/Mock Trial
Technical Background
Advanced Degree Other than J.D.
Foreign Language
Other

Required
Required
Required
Required
Required
Required

Preferred
Preferred
Preferred
Preferred
Preferred
Preferred

Not a Factor
Not a Factor
Not a Factor
Not a Factor
Not a Factor
Not a Factor

Attn: Dena Bauman, Director
Office of Career Services
UDC David A. Clarke School of Law
4200 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008

Fold, staple and mail this form!
58

THE ADVOCATE

FALL 2008

School of Law News and Events

Office of Career Services and Placement Notes
Class of 2007 Job Notes

A Snapshot of Academic Year
and Summer Internships and Jobs
District of Columbia Government and Judiciary
D.C. Council
D.C. Department of Insurance,
Securities and Banking
D.C. Office of the Attorney General
D.C. Office of Human Rights
D.C. Superior Court

(Continued from page 56)

ested in federal government careers. Monique Tovar
is a Capital City Fellow, working for the D.C. government. The Capital City Fellow Program is also a national competition for recent graduates interested in
D.C. government careers.
Graduates are also pursuing advanced degrees,
including Andre Barnett, who is studying for an LLM
in tax law at Georgetown University Law Center.
Other graduates, such as Sharifa Jarret, are with private law firms. Sharifa is an associate with Ruden Inc, a Florida firm. Sharifa is practicing in Port St. Lucie, in the area of trusts and estates.
Nelisbeth Ball is with the Law Offices of Oliva Commack in Silver Spring, Maryland.

Fortune 500 Summer 2008 Jobs!

N

orthEastern Utilities, a Fortune 500 public utilities company based in Connecticut, interviewed six students at the law school for two
summer associate positions in the office. This opportunity was created by Board of Trade member Kristin
Mannion who facilitated conversations between Dean
Broderick and the company's General Counsel, who is
eager for NEU to diversify its workforce and help create a diversity pipeline into the corporate counsel field.
The students who were chosen for the position are
Brandon Atwater, ’10 and Stephanie Webb,
‘09. They are being paid $900 a week and provided
housing. The summer associate program will include
numerous training and professional development opportunities. We look forward to hearing about their
summers.
VOL. 13, NO. 1

Federal Government and Judiciary
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia
U.S. Department of Homeland Security,
Federal Emergency Management Agency
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
U.S. Department of Justice
Executive Office for Immigration Review
U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary
Fellowships
NAACP Law Fellow
Washington Area Corporate Counsel
/Minority Corporate Counsel Association
Non-Profits
CAIR Coalition
Children’s Law Center
Judge David L. Bazelon Center
for Mental Health Law
Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Leadership Conference for Civil Rights
Legal Aid Society for the District of Columbia
Neighborhood Legal Services Program
Public Defender Service
of the District of Columbia
Republican National Committee
Whitman-Walker Clinic
Office of the General Counsel
Private Firms
Law Offices of John Walker-Turner
Bell Law Firm
Others
California Appellate Defender
Clinton County, NY District Attorney Office
Public Defender Service of Maryland
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Alumni News

management system, it will permit the various Directors and senior staff to directly control content without involving the Webmaster.
The new software will also function as an
“on-line community” allowing alumni to update their own records, set their own
“permissions” as to who may view their records, will facilitate mentor relationships, and
will streamline event organizing for the
School of Law generally as would be attendees “self-register” for School of Law activities. Students and alumni will be able to post
their resumes in a searchable system; employers will be able to post jobs and internships, sign up for career fairs, search the resumes, etc.

T

he School of Law received official word
last summer that 84% of the Class of
2004 and 81% of the Class of 2005 have
been admitted to a bar in at least one jurisdiction. Eighty percent of the Class of 2006 who
took the D.C. Bar examination passed it the first
time. Congrats!

Alumni Cooperation in Strategic Planning
Last year, as a part of the School of Law’s
strategic planning process, over 570 law alumni
completed an on-line survey designed to obtain
alumni opinions and advice on the School of
Law program. This participation level represents approximately half of those alumni for
whom the School of Law has current e-mail addresses.

Alumni Group Self-Organizing
The software will also allow alumni, student and other “constituents” to self organize
into “groups” such as the “Class of 1999” or
“Latino Alumni” or “Alumni/Student Immigration Law Group” or the “New York City Area
Alumni” or “Gay, Lesbian, Bi and Transgender Students” etc. The School of Law
will be able to delegate control over group
“home pages” to alumni (or student) administrators who can maintain those pages, including “Class Notes” sections, photographs and
calendars of events.

Alumni Pledge Campaign
In September 2007, the School of Law began a new development effort focused upon
enlisting alumni to make multi-year pledges in
support of one of several specific funds or to
general support. As a result, over 90 alumni
made typically five year pledges in amounts
ranging from $100 to $10,000 per year. The
School of Law is greatly encouraged by these
results, achieved as they were through a single
mailing and three e-mails to the alumni list.
“Wiki” on History of the School of Law
With the assistance of the new Development
Online communities cannot work without
Director, Jaye Lopez, and the making of individactive involvement by the “community” tarual telephone calls to alumni who have made
geted. In the case of alumni, we hope and
donations in the past, the School of Law anticiexpect that the new site will be greatly more
pates doubling the total multi-year pledgers durinteresting and “sticky” (alumni come to the
ing FY 2009.
site, stay longer, and come back more often)
With the quick success of the alumni multiNewly-minted
alum,
than our current site.
year pledge campaign, the School of Law has
Will Burns, ‘08.
In order to draw attention to the new site,
been able to increase the number of alumni doit will be necessary to launch, in effect, a public relanating and the total amounts donated for the past few
tions campaign touting its uses. In addition to the
years. With the help of our new Development Direcusual means of generating such publicity, which will
tor, the School of Law anticipates easily exceeding
include post-card mailings, phone calls, and, of course,
last year’s total donors and amounts given.
e-mail blasts, given the unique and, somewhat convoScores of alumni have expressed an interest in
luted history of our law school, we believe that the
making monthly credit card donations, which has not
creation of a “wiki” on the history of the School will enbeen possible with the School of Law’s current techgage many alumni, former and current faculty and
nology. As a result, the School of Law has contracted
staff, and others to collaborate as they add their pieces
with YourMembership.com for on-line community
to the saga. Since users will have to register to particisoftware which includes the ability to take recurring
pate, we expect a number of heretofore passive
donations. This capacity will be available for the Seponlookers to find the motivation to reveal themselves
tember End-of-Fiscal Year campaign.
and what they know of the long and winding tale of
New On Line Community Software
how the School of Law became what it is today.
In addition to the ability to take recurrent credit
Photo File Sharing
card transactions, the School of Law’s new web softThe School of Law (and, in particular, Alumni Diware will feature a number of other important uprector Joe Libertelli) has long taken numerous photogrades in functionality. For example, as a content60
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graphs of students, staff and alumni at the
many events that take place weekly or more
often during the School year. Heretofore, the
photographs disappeared from public view
and only a small fraction of them ever reappeared on the School of Law website or in a
publication. Recently, the School of Law
posted a portion of the 2008 Honors Convocation photos on the on-line service “Flickr” – to
rave reviews by the newly minted alumni. The
School of Law now plans to harness alumni
and student “vanity” by making all photos
available online at the new Website, which,
when up and running, will allow the posting of
an unlimited number of photographs.
Video File Sharing
Even more exciting than the regular posting of photographs on the School of Law website will be the sharing of digital video of the
many important panels, discussions,
speeches and other events that the School of
Law hosts on a regular basis. Long requested
by alumni, access to recordings of these
events online will make the School of Law
website all the more attractive and “sticky” as
alumni and other “friends” of the School of
Law, no matter where they are, or what time of
the day or night, will be able to keep abreast
of the latest programming.

Whistleblower Law Panel

L

ast Spring, veteran
whistleblower lawyers Tom Devine,
the longtime Legal Director of the Government
Accountability Project,
and Mike Kohn, of the
National Whistleblower
Center and Kohn, Kohn
and Colapinto, came to
the School of Law to describe their views of their
trade and regale law students with war stories. It
was great to see them

sharing a stage! Michael, perhaps in
part to upstage his former mentor,
Tom, particularly stunned the crowd
of students when he announced that
his law firm would make a substantial
scholarship contribution of $15,000!

At top, Michael Kohn and Tom Devine. Above, Tom at left, Mike at right

Stephanie Bullard
Furguson, ‘85,
Acting General
Counsel D.C. Dept.
of Human Resources, served as
a Mentor for the 1L
class this past year!

Our Heroes Kathy
Savoy and Chris
Leone, both ‘07 are
working at the Baltimore public interest
group Health Education Resource Organization, Inc.
(HERO) which offers
legal and health services and counseling
to low-income Baltimore residents.
VOL. 13, NO. 1

Thomas Crane, ‘83, of
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris,
Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.,
was named a “Super Lawyer” by Law and Politics,
meaning that he, based
upon ballots by attorney in
practice for five years or
longer, and independent
research, ranked in the top
5% of Massachusetts’ attorneys.
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Ken
Morrison, ‘88,
was
named
2007 Attorney of
the Year
by the
Orange
County
Deputy
Public
Defender's Association. Despite taking the litigation plunge
more than 15 years after graduating, Ken started off with a
banG, winning a string of criminal defense cases. He has
since begun doing felony trials.
Ken lives in Tustin, CA with
wife Sheila, and their son and
daughter.
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Washingtonian Magazine
Names 14 Alums “Top Guns”
For 2008!
Congratulations to:
Top Criminal Lawyers
David Krakoff, ‘75, Mayer Brown
George Terwilliger, ‘78, White & Case
Top Trial Attorneys
Anthony Bisceglie, ‘78, Bisceglie & Walsh
Bernie Grimm, ‘83, Cozen & O’Connor
Rene Sandler, ‘94, Rockville
Top Securities Lawyers
Michael Mann, ‘78, Richard, Kibbe & Orbe
Top Immigration Lawyers
Michael Maggio, ‘78, Maggio & Kattar
Top Divorce Lawyers
Jonathan Dana, ‘84, Feldesman
Lin Delaney, ‘83, Delaney McKinney, Bethesda
Top Civil Rights Lawyers
Kerry Scanlon, ‘77, Kaye Scholer
Harriet Lipkin, ‘78, DLA Piper
Top Whistleblower Lawyers
David Colapinto, ‘88, and Michael Kohn, ‘85,
Kohn, Kohn & Colapinto
Top Military Lawyers
Jim Klimaski, ‘76

School of Law Alumni
Facebook Group Formed —
Thanks, Blair!

W

hile the School of Law has purchased and
is working to prepare it’s own on-line community (see page 58) those who cannot
wait to commune electronically can take heart: former
UDC-DCSL Student Bar Association President, Blair
Miles, ‘06, now a staffer for D.C. Councilmember
Carol
Schwartz
(R-At
Large), has
taken initiative and set
up a
“Facebook”
group for
UDC-DCSL
alumni! For
information
on this effort, look us
up on Facebook or conBlair Miles, ‘06, — still an Advocate for UDC-DCSL!
tact Blair at
bjmiles1@hotmail.com.
Blair’s continued activism on behalf of the School
of Law is not confined to the cyber world. He was also
involved with Councilmember Schwartz’s initiative to
honor the School of Law’s 13th place clinical ranking
by US News and World Report. The vote is unanimous: Go Blair!

Thanks, Holly!
And while we’re at it, let’s also give our thanks to
Holly Joseph, ‘02, for her continuing service to the
School of Law. Not only is Holly a Board Member and
Treasurer for the Center for Immigration Law and
Practice (CILP) but she has also been volunteering
regularly with Alumni Director Joe Libertelli, ‘85 and
“databasing” financial transactions for the DC School
of Law Foundation. Go Holly!

A

nd while we’re thanking people, we’d
also like to express gratitude to Ariel
Shea, Holly Joseph, Dena Bauman, and
Ann Richardson for help with the editing and
proof reading of this edition of The Advocate.
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2007 Alumni Reunion

E

ach year, the School of Law
hosts a reunion for all
alumni—graduates of the
Antioch School of Law, DC School
of Law, UDC School of Law, and
the UDC David A. Clarke School of

VOL. 13, NO. 1

Law. While members of all
classes and their guests are invited, the focus is on reaching
“critical mass” for members of
classes celebrating multiples of
five years since their graduation.

THE ADVOCATE

Below, the Classes of 1977, 1982
and 1997 attempt to whoop it up in
2007. In 2008, the Classes of 1978
and 1998 had such a great time,
the photos were blurred and/or forgotten. (Seriously!)
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Students, Faculty,
Staff and Friends
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At left: Shermena Nelson, ’09,
Sheree King, ‘09, Stacie Mills,
‘09, Dean Shelley Broderick,
Vernon Jordan, Mazi
Ucheomumu, ‘09 and, seated,
Dean Vivian Canty. Below left:
Alyssa Patzoldt, ‘08, Maria
Mier, ‘08 and Yesenia PolancoGaldamez, ‘08. Below: Alysia
Robben, ’07, Nilo Cuervo, ’07
and Gregory Faloye, ’07. At
bottom left: Ariel Shea, ’08 and
Jason Hart, ’08. Bottom Right:
Kim Walker. OPPOSITE
PAGE, top left: Cindy and Prof.
Derek Alphran. Top right:
Bessie Cross. Bottom left: Sylvia Spruell. Bottom center:
Alex Campos. Bottom right:
Sylvia Spruell again.
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Honors and Awards!
DC Council Resolution Honoring School of Law

O

n Monday, June 30th,
2008 the Council of the
District of Columbia
unanimously passed a resolution
honoring the School of Law’s clinical program and its national recognition by US News and World Report. Councilmember Carol
Schwartz, (R-At Large) moved the
Resolution. Ms. Schwartz, who,
over the years, has probably em-

ployed more UDC-DCSL interns
and graduates than any other D.C.
Councilmember, and so is well
acquainted with the high quality of
the clinical program, was assisted
in preparing the Resolution by her
staff member, Blair Miles, ‘06,
the School of Law’s former Student Bar President.
At right, Dean Shelley Broderick and
Councilmember Carol Schwartz.

A CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION
IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
To recognize and honor the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law, the only public law school in the
District, on the occasion of its clinical law program being ranked among the best in the United States.
WHEREAS, the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law evolved from two predecessor schools,
the Antioch School of law, which was created in 1972, and the District of Columbia School of Law, which was created in 1986;
WHEREAS, in 1996, the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law was established when the
Council of the District of Columbia passed legislation merging the District of Columbia School of Law with the University of the
District of Columbia;
WHEREAS, on April 28, 1998, President William Jefferson Clinton signed legislation re-naming the school after former D.C.
Council Chairman David A. Clarke, a strong civil rights and humanitarian leader and a longtime advocate for the School of Law’s
educational, diversity, and public service missions;
WHEREAS, on August 8, 2005, the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law received full accreditation from the American Bar Association with the unanimous vote of the ABA House of Delegates;
WHEREAS, since its inception, the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law has been committed
to serving the residents of Washington, D.C. through its clinical program;
WHEREAS, the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law offers seven clinical courses including
the Community Development Law Clinic and Small Business Project, the HIV/AIDS Legal Clinic, the Housing and Consumer
Clinic, the Juvenile Law Clinic, the Low-Income Tax Clinic, the Legislation Clinic, and the Government Accountability Clinic;
WHEREAS, each student is required to take two seven-credit clinical courses prior to graduation, totaling 700 hours;
WHEREAS, every year, more than 1,000 low-income residents, small businesses, and nonprofit institutions in the District of
Columbia receive free representation through the legal clinic programs at the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke
School of Law;
WHEREAS, the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law has recently been named by U.S. News
& World Report as having the 13th best law school clinical program in the nation, ahead of schools such as Harvard, Columbia, and
the University of California, Berkeley, which are all better resourced;
RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, that this resolution may be cited as the “University
of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law Recognition Resolution of 2008”.
Sec. 2. The Council of the District of Columbia recognizes and honors Dean Katherine Broderick and the faculty, staff, and
students of the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law for their services to the community and
congratulates them on the clinical program’s national ranking.
Sec. 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon the first date of its publication in the District of Columbia Register.
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US News
and World
Report has
ranked the
UDC-DCSL as having the 13th best law school clinical
program in America (tied with Stanford) in 2008. UDCDCSL was ranked ahead of Harvard Law, Columbia
Law and many other better resourced and more prestigious law schools.
While these kinds of comparisons are rightly controversial, we believe that US News' top-20 ranking of
UDC's clinical legal education program has it largely
right: the District's hard-charging public law school is
fast entering the ranks of elite programs!
UDC-DCSL's clinical program provides free legal
service to thousands of the Districts most vulnerable
residents: low income tenants including many immigrants, seniors and children; children in need of special
educational services (sometimes in lieu of incarceration); people infected or affected by HIV/AIDS and who
need a variety of legal help; low-income taxpayers; start
up community non-profits and businesses; and workers
who blow the whistle on wrongdoing and who are discriminated against by their employers. And in Legislation Clinic, UDC-DCSL students are placed with D.C.
Council and Congressional committees to help draft
cutting edge laws.
Each UDC-DCSL student is required to earn credit
for two 350 hour clinical courses - the largest such requirement in the nation. Through the UDC-DCSL legal
clinics, in combination with the Summer Fellowship Program and the first year Community Service Program,
UDC students provide over 75,000 hours of free legal
assistance each year!

Broderick Appointed to
Access to Justice Commission

T

he D.C. Court of Appeals has appointed Dean
Shelley Broderick to the D.C. Access to Justice
Commission, which seeks to increase significantly the resources for civil legal services, improve
planning and coordination of legal services delivery,
and reduce other barriers preventing equal access to
justice. The Commissioners include the D.C. Court of
Appeals and Superior Court judges, past Presidents of
the D.C. Bar, Executive Directors of leading legal services providers, and other community leaders. The
Court of Appeals established the Commission for an
initial term of three years. In October 2007 the Court
issued an Order continuing the work of the Commission
indefinitely.
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T

he Princeton
Review has
named UDCDCSL one of the nation’s outstanding law
schools! The New
York-based education services company profiles the
school in the new Best 170 Law Schools: 2008 Edition.
The Best 170 Law Schools differs from traditional
law school ranking publications. Rather than name one
best law school, The Princeton Review ranks schools
based on criteria that may prove important to an individual applicant in finding his or her best fit. The category
rankings are based on surveys of students attending
the schools, as well as information provided by school
administrators.
The ten ranking categories in the book that incorporate or are based wholly on student answers to survey questions include "Best Overall Academic Experience," "Professors Rock (Legally Speaking)," and "Best
Career Prospects." UDC-DCSL ranked in the top ten in
the following categories:
#1 Most Progressive Student Body
#3 Most Welcoming of Older Students
#6 Most Diverse Faculty
#10 Best Environment for Minority Students
The two-page profiles in Best 170 Law Schools
have sections on the school's academics, student life
and admissions, plus ratings for academics, selectivity
and career placement. In the profile on UDC David A.
Clarke School of Law, the book's editors describe the
school as "[a]n up-and-coming school with an emphasis
on public interest and public service." The profile contains quotes from UDC-DCSL students, one of whom
said, "Due to the public interest and practice focus of
the school, my classmates and I will graduate with a full
resumé of legal experience as we enter the workplace."
Another student is quoted as saying, "The school trains
to be you a 'street lawyer'--an advocate for the people,
focusing on the disenfranchised." The Princeton Review has it wrong on one count, however - UDC-DCSL
is no longer provisionally accredited, having received
FULL ABA accreditation in 2005.
The book's ranking lists of top 10 schools in 11
categories are based on institutional data from the
schools and on surveys of more than 18,000 students
attending the 170 schools profiled in the book. Conducted during the 2004-2005, 2005-2006, and 20062007 academic years, the surveys were done primarily
online. The book's ranking lists are posted at www.
PrincetonReview.com.
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See http://www.law.udc.edu/prospective/afj.html
or contact Donald Pritchett for details:
DPritchett@udc.edu / 202-274-5592

Due to UDC-DCSL's emphasis on demonstrated
commitment to working for justice, successful scholarship applicants may be more than a few years out of
college, with "real world" experience. We strongly encourage second and third career applicants to apply.
However, we also encourage applicants of all ages,
including recent graduates who feel that their track record reveals a deep commitment to the social good.

The University of the District of Columbia David A.
Clarke School of Law (UDC-DCSL) will offer up to 20
three-year full-tuition Advocate for Justice Scholarships
(AJS) each year, beginning with members of the class
entering in fall, 2008. The award of these scholarships
will be based equally upon the Scholarship Selection
Committee's evaluation of applicants' academic talent
and their proven commitment as advocates for justice.
Toward this end, the Committee will consider applicants' undergraduate and graduate fields of study;
grades; LSAT scores; publications; academic, personal
and professional recommendations; as well as evidence of their professional experiences, community
service and other pertinent information.

Three-Year, Full-Tuition
Advocate for Justice
Scholarships!

University of the District of Columbia
David A. Clarke School of Law
4200 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20008

